Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



600004796W 



ZJ^ zz. 



7 




If 1 ^m V -•»" 






4 



4 

t 



i 



i 



yjc /ff/^ 




iB(DQ3aiiBv msi^^aibibGB^ 2 - 



OK 



CHARACTERS CONTRASTBD, 



* 



BY TH|B 

Heva iUcha Cope, X»1^I>«, TmJLwBn 

AUTHOR OF 

Bittory of a Religious Tract^ Ths Plough Bot/^ 
Meekness and Pcusion^ ^c.^ ^c* 



r###l 



ABERGAVENNY: 

Printed and Sold by JAMES HILEY MORGAN. 

SOLD ALSO 

9Y BALDWIN CRADOCK AND JOY, LONDONi 

AND 9T ALL OTHBA B0OKi»<,LBK«. 



1827. 

rBICB ONI tBULIN«. 



CFntereD at <Slbtatfoneff(' 9|aIL 




MELVILLE, 



Chap. L 

The anxUty of Parents for their Sonj-^-^Dificulties in 

procuring a proper situation for him, A fanulsf 

professing^ but not possessing religion. The report 

sent home, Decision thereon . R emarks,— -"A 

Father"* s address. ^-^^The parting, 

** How valuable are good priaciples,** said 
Robert Melville, as he shut the door of the 
Warehouse, **the mind maybe easily cor- 
rupted by such conversations as I am forced 
to bear from day to day; and were it not that 
I am enabled to look unto Gcid for preserva- 
tion, and to rely upon his iiid, 1 should 
despair of being able to stand against what I 
see and hears" 

Robert MelviHe was an.^obly son of very 
pious parents, who had educated him with 
peculiar attention, and watched the influence 
of ^tiieir labours. Having passed through the 
days of infancy and childhood to their great 
satisfaction, they had the pleasure of seeing 
him arrive at that ag-e when he could converse 
rationally and agreeably upon general subject 



of, nothing to deplore but the visible uncon- 
cern of the family in regard to another world;" 
he concluded his letter thus: ^^ I cannot let 
this moment pass without thanking you for 
all your attention to my real interests ; from 
thy lips, my mother, I first learned to lisp a 
|»fayer to God! and my father's consistent 
.walk and conversation, gave force and energy 
and confirmation to his declarations of lore to 
Christ. Whatever I may think of other sub- 
jects, I shall never think otherwise than that 
religion is a reality j — but oh ! the difference 
of my present situation ! I hear nothing, I see 
nothing, but the worlds from day to day. 
What shall we eat ? What shall we drink ? 
What dress shall we wear ? What speculation 
shall we make to increase our gain? are the con- 
stant questions proposed, while the great, the 
important, inquiry, 'What must I do to br 
SAVED,' is neglected or viewed with indif*- 
ference. Pray for me dearest parents, pray 
that I may hold fast that whieh I have, that I 
maybe kept from dishonouring Christ; pray 
that I may shine as a light in the world, and 
that I may glorify God in the sight of them 
who honour Him with their lips while their 
hearts seem to be far from Him.*' 

It afforded Mr. and Mrs. Melville sincere 
pleasure to receive this communication; but 
that pleasure was mingled with pain. They 



often conTersed upon the subject, and for some 
weeks hesitated as to the path they should 
follow. As the traveller when he comes to the 
place where four roads meet, stops his horse, 
looks first at the roads^ then round to see if 
any one is near to solve his difficulties-- «nd 
then between hope and fear proceeds on his 
way : so these good parents paused, reasoned, 
asked advice from others — sprayed to Crod to 
direct them-^— and at length determined to set* 
lie their son for a time. 

It was amusing enough to hear the opinions 
of the neighbours upon the subject of young 
Robert's removal from home. By some his 
father was commended, by others he was se-* 
verely censured as having no regard to his 
son's spiritual interests. Mr. Melville was a 
man that knew the world, and what is called 
the religious world. On all occasions he de- 
termined to think for himself, to ask counsel 
of God, and to watch the leadings of His pro- 
vidence. He gave his son the best advice, 
reminded him of the Scriptures he had read, 
the sermons he had heard, and the prayers 
offered on his behalf. Admonished him to 
beware of evil company, to reverence the Sab- 
bath, and never to neglect private prayer. Re- 
presented to him the necessity of courage in 
opposing sin, and in declaring his attachment 
to religion. " Whatever others do my dear. 
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described the row at the theatre, another how 
much wine he had taken with his friend Gay 
at the Hummums, a third rapturously ap- 
plauded the songs at Tauxhall, and a fourth, 
devoid of shame, of decency, and of principle, 
described his unchaste and unhallowed 
amours. The question at length was put to 
MelTille :— " Well, Master Robert, and whi- 
ther did you steer last night ?" Robert was 
silent, and continued writing. ^*Come, come,'* 
said Arthur Freeman, *'let us have the an- 
swer—no simpering — I suppose you were 
among the saints — at chapel^ eh !" The sound 
of chapel produced a loud laugh, in which all 
joined except Robert, who looked grave and 
remained silent. *^ Stop," said Henry Elwor- 
thy, *^ do not be too hard upon him, he will 
not be fond of chapel alway. A little of your 
training will take away his inclination for 
that, I have no doubt. I was a little scru- 
pulous when 1 came amongst you first, but I 
think you cannot complain of me now,** **No, 
no," rejoined Freeman, "not at all, you are a 
good fellow, and can drink and swear as well 
as any of us. If old father were alive and 
could look upon you now and then, ^tapping 
him on the shoulder J he would see his son 
rather altered I think." 

"God of His infinite mercy keep me from 
the paths of these destroyers !" said young 



9 

Melville to himself — -'May he preserve me 
from turning aside to folly !" 

♦« Well Robert," said Freeman, " now for 
your answer, were you not at chapel last 
night?" 

*' I was — and intend to go still — ^young as 
I am, and unused as 1 have hitherto been to 
hear religion derided, I trust your conversation 
and your example will never produce in my 
mind any other sentiments than those of dis- 
gust and pity — disgust at your sins, and piti/ 
that you are so misled. 1 have been taught 
my duty, and am not only convinced of the 
importance of religion, but that such conduct 
and language as I have heard this morning 
are totally incompatible with its principles 
andprecepts." 

Freeman, " An oracle, a perfect oracle \ 
parson Melville, we thank you for your 
sermon ; old Whitefield could not have done it 
better— 'Ilem." 

f^Mr. Le Mmide enters and the clerks rC' 
tire to their desks. J 

** Good morning, gentlemen, I see you are 
taking it leisurely — Robert, I am glad to see 
you at your books. Industry is the way to 
wealth. Make out the invoices with care, 
pay attention to your writing, and avoid mis- 
takes. Peter I f calls the Porter J be sur^ to 
see the goods for Hull ssife on board the vessel 
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to-day— Pray» Mr. Freeman, has the bill on 
lorimer's house been paid ? — Elworthy, how 
is your mother ? I heard a bad account of her 
health last night. I fear she is sinking, Sir, 
sinking fast. Poor dear woman ! she has ne- 
ter fully recovered the shock of your father*8 
death. He was a fine character indeed ; an 
honest, upright, pious, man— a little too strict, 
peihaps, but no one could contradict him ; he 
always proved what he said by the Scriptures, 
and I believe he was light. I hope, Mr. El- 
worthy, you will follow his instructions, and 
imitate his conduct — he died very happy — I 
shall never forget his last words to me; *take 
care of my sou — keep him, my dear friend, 
from the evils of London.* f walks about 
muck agitated.) I have taken a great charge 
upon me. Pray, Henry, take care of yourself, 
and pray to the Almighty. A young man may 
soon go astnay in the metropolis, and, indeed, 
in every other place, especially if he do not 
avoid dissipated characters.'* 

Elworthy knew this, and that by painful 
expenence. Fie was the only son of a worthy 
minister, who was suddenly taken from his 
labours to enjoy that rest which remains for 
the people of Gouv His widow, a woman of 
piety and intelligeitce, educated her fatherless 
child with care and assiduity. She took him 
with her to the housa of God, and conscienti- 
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•Qtly initiated him in the principles of reli- 
gion. As he grew up he appeared thoughtful 
and steady, but having been placed at a pub- 
lic school by the kindness of Mr. LefMonde, 
he formed an acquaintance with a youth whose 
conversation and conduct produced a lament- 
able change in the manners of Elworthy. 
His mother perceived the alteration — she rea- 
soned with him — wept over him — prayed for 
him, and obtained a promise of future amend- 
ment; but his principles had received a 
violent shock — his love for religion declined^- 
he "^as restless in the house of God — obstinate, 
conceited, and refractory at home, and fre-< 
quently staid out till a late hour. These things 
affected the already wounded spirits of Mrs. 
Elworthy, and she determined to place him in 
some situation where his conduct would be 
checked. But the limited income of her late 
husband bad not allowed him to lay by any 
thing for sickness or old age, or for the sup- 
port of his widow in case of his death. A few 
friends had raised a sum, the interest of which 
enabled her just to live, but she had no pre- 
mium to offer, and she knew not where to find 
a friend who would take her son without one. 
In this situation she applied to Mr. Le 
Monde, who very kindly offered to receive 
young Elworthy into his counting house for a 
term of rears, which ofTer the mother j^ladly 
accepted. 
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L^ Monde had many amiable qualities : 
he was the son of a Protestant Refugee, wb6 
<!ame over to England in consequence of the 
Papal persecutions against true religion, and 
conjured his son to tread in his footsteps. 
The injunctions of the father were adhered 
to, so far as profession was concerned. Le 
Monde contended warml/ for the Protestant 
faith, and attended public worship on the 
Lord's day regularly. He and Elwoitby were 
juvenile friends, and their friendship con- 
tinued till the death of the latter. Bat Le 
^ Monde was a bustling man of the world. In- 
crease of business was his chief desire, and 
increasing gains his supreme delight. He 
was one of those whose 

' Hopes and portion lie below, 
'Tig all the happiness they know, 
* Tis all they seek.'' 

Mrs. Le Monde was a pleasant agreeable 
woman, but her mind was a perfect vacuum. 
She could talk of caps, gowns, laces, and jel- 
lies, form a window curtain with taste, and lay 
out a table with elegance, discourse on the 
beauty or deformity of her female friends 
with much good nature, but beyond this she 
was nothing ; her children were taught to 
4ress and undress dolls, look at the pretty 
pictures in books, and break their new toys 
that they might have others ; but *< the im- 
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provement of the mind'* was never attended 
to ; it was a system not likely to be intro- 
duced. 

Elworthy expressed the great delight he 
enjoyed in this family^ for, in fact, he did as 
he pleased — ^when the hours of business were 
oyer he considel'ed himself his own master, 
and went out and returned as he thought pro- 
per. Freeman, a young man of very corrupt 
principles and dissolute conduct, soon cast his 
eyes on Elworthy, and determined to ensnare 
him and make him his prey. He began by 
instilling into his mind doubts as to the au- 
thenticity of the bible, public worship, 
prayer, a future state, &c. but he did this, 
iike an injidely cautiously, and by degrees. 
He then took him to see the theatre, that he 
might form an idea of it! Invited him to a 
supper after the play was finished — took him 
into the country to spend the Lord's day with 
a few respectable friends, all without any ex- 
pense to Elworthy! At length Freeman 
triumphed; Elworthy left off prayer, laid 
aside his bible, forsook the house of God, 
laughed at religion, derided the enthusiasta, 
loudly declaimed against Uhe s^ints^ in the 
House of Commons, and joined with the tn- 
human and brutal in praising pugilism as 
promoting manliness and courage. 
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attentive to business and much devoted to the 
improvement of his mind. He endeavoured 
to retain the knowledge he had acquired at 
school, and, therefore, paid attention to his 
Latin and Greek studies, and laboured to ex- 
lend his acquaintance with arithmetic, geo- 
graphy, &c., &c. He read a certain portion 
of the bible daily, marking down those parts 
which most impressed his mind, or in which 
he found any difficulty, thus acting upon the 
maxim of an excellent writer: — "When the 
time of youth is improved, and that time is 
laid out in the pursuit of wisdom, which 
others waste in idleness or folly, what an in- 
exhaustible fund of knowledge is laid up for 
succeeding periods of life ! — the mind is en- 
riched in mental acquirements ; and if, besides 
this, the youth has the fear of God^ his soul 
will expand in spiritual knowledge, and grow 
in grace,'* 
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Chap. III. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in gfeneral, infidelity hai 
little to do with reason or in^uiry^ but is commouly a 
disease of the heart more than of the understanding-, 

WiLBERFORCB. 



Influence of Infldelity Sceptics unreasonable y al- 
though they make "eason their God Difference be- 

tween freedom and licentiousness Apostates from 

Religion are often depraved and tyrannical Ex- 

empTified An unwelcome Messenger Late hours 

productive qf mischief- The sentiments of an almost 

Christian The Police Office Mrs. Elworth^^s 

increasing illness and anxiety The Rev, Mr.Stn- 

gleton^s encouraging remarks Religious education 

a blessing. 

The miod of young Melville was frequent- 
ly distressed by the infidel and profane re- 
marks of Arthur Freeman, (who had been 
seduced from his attachment to the Scriptures, 
and from his attention to public worship by 
an admirer of the late Thomas Paine,) and 
although his faith in the Divine authority of 
the bible remained firm and unshaken, yet 
when he read it, some of Freeman*s observa- 
tions obtruded themselves, and diverted his 
attention from its great and important truths. 
He had heard nothing of the kind while under 
his father's roof, and if there were any thing 
that was above his comprehension^ (and there 
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are many such things in th« book of nature^ 
as well as iu the book of scripture^] be was 
told to receive it on the veracity of the inspi- 
red writers ; he was often taunted by Freeman 
to explain how sin entered into heaven ? Why 
Adam was permitted to fall ? How the con- 
duct of Noah, David, Sampson, Peter, &c. 
could be consistent with their characters as 
good men? Sometimes he adduced texts, 
which he said were entirely contradictory ; 
then he inveighed against the ministers and 
preachers of the Gospel ; describing some as 
mercenary wretches, mindful only of the 
loaves and fishes ; others as knaves and 
rogues, imposing on the weak and unlearned ; 
and others as enthusiasts and fanatics, borne 
away by the strong current of their feelings, 
*^ A few,*' said he, *' may be honest men, but 
they are a very few indeed, and even they are 
not necessary in this enlightened age. Nature 
is quite sufficient to teach us our duty to our 
Maker, (if there be one) and to each other in 
this world, and as to what becomes of us Aere- 
qfter^ I care not ; I believe that as soon as we 
are put into the grave there is an end of us, 
and, therefore, as to your preparation for a 
future state, the enjoyments of heaven and 
the punishment of hell, why Melville, (tap^ 
ping his snvff-hox) it is all a hum ; let us 
enjoy ouiselvea, 1 MiJ^ while wa can, and 
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taste the good things that nature has so richlj 
proyided for us ; my motto is, a short life and 
a merry one ! if life must b.e short, fu>alk$ 
about and sings^J Begone dull care, ifc^ / 
we had a merry bout last night, fine sport, 
master Robert, I assure ye, I did not get 
home till tujo in the morning, and then my 
old dad got up and let me in, and gave me a 
proper set down at breakfast time, f sings 
againyj But what care I for mum or dad ;'* 
I have some idea of taking a lodging for my* 
•elf, and then I shall not be under any re- 
straint, but go out and return when 1 please." 

Melville.'^yfeW, Mr. Freeman, if this is 
the benefit you have derived by relinquishing 
the bible, and abandoning religion, I think 
you are not a gainer, but a tremendous loser, 
and 1 fear the day will arrive when you will 
repent most bitterly, that you ever made such 
discoveries. 

Freeman f (laughs J ha! ha! Aa/-— Now 
then for your lecture^ I thought the spirit 
would move you soon. 

Mehille.^'As to my lecture, Mr. Free- 
man, I pretend to nothing of the kind, 
but I know that your conduct, according to 
your own confession, is as hostile to reason, 
as it is to revelation; does not reason point 

* These arc some of the sentiments imUbed by Tisit*W|^ 
VsQzhan, the Theatres, <cc, ! \*. 
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olit the duty of children to parents ? Hare we 
not often read and admired the conduct of the 
pious MneaSf (as Virgil styles him) towards 
his father Anchises ? Paganism itself would 
condemn your treatment of your parents. 
The voice of reason says, rererere parentes f 
and does not the same voice declare, that 
preservation of health is an important duty, 
and that late hours are injurious to the health 
and character and income ? Is it reasonable 
that you should run into those expenses, 
which must eventually involve you in difficul- 
ties, and fix you deep in debt } I do not say 
this is the fact noto, but it is likely to be so in 
the end ; is it reasonable, that you should treat 
with disdain and contempt a book full of the 
best precepts, and of the purest morality — a 
book whicii bring;s into clear light that state 
of blessedness which philosophy, with all its 
advantages, could not explore — a book which 
contains promises for the afflicted and discon- 
solate — advice to the young, and comfort to 
the aged ? To reject such a book merely from 
the statement of a wild revolutionist in religion 
and politics, whose threadbare arguments have 
been constantly answered and rebutted — 
whose schemes, if carried into execution^ 
would produce misery among the nations, and 
plunge the soul into despair — to reject sucb- a 
^^ook, I say, would be madness and folly in- 
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deed. On the supposition, however, that the 
facts recorded in the bible are true^^ihsLt God 
will punish the wicked and reward the righte- 
ous.— *Wbat will become of i/ou^ dying in a 
state of impenitence and unbelief? 

Freeman looked grave, and paused ; at 
length, he exclaimed, 'Well, well! there is 
something in your last sentence certainly; but, 
my dear fellow, Paine*s arguments are so 
Mlrangf and be is so great an advocate for 
freedom in politico and religion^ that— 

Mehiiie. — Excuse me, rather say iicenti" 
eusnesSf than freedom^ for ' He is the free 
man whom the truth makes free.' 1 have 
often heard my dear father say, that great re- 
formers are generally great tyrants, and the 
history of the French Revolution proves it; 
I need only mention the name of Robespierre* 
I remember a man who lived near us, once a 
zealous professor of religion, but afterwards 
warped by the writings of Paine, whose con- 
stant cry was liberty and the Rights of Man; 
but his vicious practise explained the nature 
of his principles. While he bad his own rights, 
he cared not for the rights of others, and when 
he departed from religion, he departed from 
order and decency; the poison of asps was 
under his lips, and his mouth was full of 
cursing and bitterness ; he was a tyrant in his 
family, and displayed the same character in 
bis conduct generally. 
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The Porter enters.'^K you please, Mr. 
Freeman, there is a person who wishes to 
speak to you ; he says he must see you di« 
rectly; he has a paper in his hand, and, I 
think, looks like a constable. 

Freeman, — Why did you not tell him I wai 
not in the house ? 

Porter* — No, no, sir ! (shaking his head J 
I will not tell a falsehood for any one; I won- 
der that a gentleman like you should wish me 
to do so. 

Freeman blushes^ and walks into the ware" 
house muttering. — Well, sir ! what is your 
business } 

Constable. — Read that paper, sir ! (Leaves 
the warehouse,) 

(Freeman reads. J^-* Mr. Arthur Freeman; 
you are hereby required to attend at the Po- 
lice Office this day at 12 o'clock, to answer to 
certain charges brought against you by the 
watchman of the north division, &c., &c. 

Me/vi//0.-~Was it really a constable, Mr. 
Freeman ? 

Freeman, — An unlucky business, indeed ! 
After we left the tavern last night, where we 
drank rather freely, one or two of the party 
were rather in for it, and, unfortunately, mo- 
lested the watchman in his box; I wish it had 
not happened ! what excuse can 1 make to 
Mr. Le Monde for my absence ? 
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Melville. — ^Tell him the truth, and act 
more wisely in future, 

Fpeeman, — No, no ! that will never do. — 
(pauses.) — Now 1 have it ; I will tell him 
my uncle wants to see me on urgent business. 

Melville. — Ah, Freeman! sin biings sorrow; 
this is one of the evil efferts of late hours ; is 
this what the reli^^ion of nature teaches you? 
Will such things as these induce me to imi« 
tate your conduct? No, sir, my fanatical 
principles, as you have termed them, teach 
me to regard the truth — to be temperate in 
all things, to 

Freeman^- — I cannot stay to hear the rest 
of your sermon ; give Mr. Le Monde that note, 
and tell him I will return very soon — (retires J. 

Le Mofide enters. — All alone, Robert; 
where is Freeman ? 

Melville. — He desired me to give you this 
note, sir. 

J> Monde reads. — His uncle ! I very much 
question the truth of this, but I will take no 
notice of it at present. We are now alone 
Melville, and it affords me a high degree of 
pleasure to express my satisfaction at your 
behaviour since you came hither : I am sorry 
that you have some very bad examples before 
yon, but although I am not religious myself, 
God help me ! yet I know how to value those 
that are really so, and> I am persuaded, that if 
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yott pray to the Almighty, he will preserve 
you from being ensnared in any temptations ; 
as to Freeman, he is a worthless fellow, and 
has, I fear, nearly ruined Elworthy, but I as- 
sure you, / am not to blame, for I have given 
them both good advice, and charged them to 
avoid bad company, taverns, and theatres, 
but in vain ; they appear to be bent upon 
their ruin ; they despise religion, and I have 
no confidence in those who do not esteem and 
follow its admirable dictates. 

Melville expressed his thanks to Mr. Le 
Monde for his advice and good opinion, and 
assured him, that although he had not seen 
much of the world, yet he was determined, by 
divine assistance, to adhere rigidly to the in- 
structions of his dear parents. 

Freeman found his thoughtless companions 
at the Office, and, after a strict ex^aminatioUy 
the magistrate threatened to commit them for 
assaulting the watchman, until they found 
bail for their appearance at the Quarter Ses- 
sions ; the watchman was, however, prevailed 
upon to make up the affair, upon receiving a 
compensation from the offenders, and after 
the sitting magistrate had given them a severe 
reprimand, they were suffered to depart. 

Mrs. Elworthy's health continued still to 
decline ; she had been attended by one of the 

'8t eminent physicians^ but his efforts were 
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ineffectual, and, as the last resort, she was 
advised to remove into the country, and try 
what change of air might produce. Never did 
the consolations of religion appear stronger 
than in the support they administered to her 
mind; her faith in the son of God inspired in 
her a lively hope of the glory and felicity of 
the world to come, " I havo no fear," said she, 
•• of dying, for death will be my eternal gain ; 
one thing only depresses my spirits, it is the 
visible change in ray son's conduct, oh ! my 
Sun ! my son! And is it possible, that the pray- 
f^rs and instructions, and dying admonitions 
of his dear father, will prove ineffectual? May 
we not claim the promise made to Abraham, 
* I will be a God to thee, and to thy seed 
after thee V " 

" Madam," replied the Rev. Mr. Singleton, 
who had called to see her, *' there is the great- 
est encouragement for you to hope that your 
son will be reclaimed, and brought to seek his 
everlasting salvation ; but i/ou may not be 
permitted to see this; ydur case is not singu- 
lar; many eminently pious characters have 
been grieved by the unruly and rebellious 
conduct of their children, ai^ some of God's 
honoured servants have sighed in the bitter- 
ness of their spirit, onaccountof their wayward 
family ; an only son, whose pious relatives 
have ardently desired to see walking in the 
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trathy has eTen planted thorns in their dying* 
pillow ; yet God has not been unmindful of 
their work of faith and labour of love. The 
important principles of religion may be ob- 
scured by the darkness of error, and the heart 
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, 
but early religious instruction — the consistent 
godly example of the pious father — ^his daily 
earnest prayers for the salvation of his child 
cannot be obliterated ; careless as your son 
may seem to be, I am convinced, that he has 
intervals of serious reflection, and who can 
tell " 

''Oh, my dear sir, this encourages me** 
•aid the amiable mother, '* Who can tell f 
Perhaps my death may be the spiritual life of 
my son ! I will not despair — I will still hope. 
Did yon ever know an instance of the kind?" 

''I have," replied the minister, «nd he 
drew out his handkerchief, and wiped the 
falling tear and paused for some mi- 

nutes to give vent to his feelings. 
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Chap. IV. 

** What gr^re preacribef the best?— A friend*f ; tad f6t 

From ayHefui{*« g^rave how soon we diseng^a^e! 

E*en to the dearest, as his marble, cold. 

Why are friends ravishM from as ? ^tis to bind 

Bt soft affectioD^s ties, on human hearts 

Toe thoag^ht of death, which reason too supine 

Or misemployM, so rarely fiutens there.** 

Jtce. Mr, 8inglettm*s acctnint qfhis son-— -—Death qfhi» 
wife H appy conversion~-~^Old habits not relin^ 
quighedr—^Borrowin^ money Conscience not al- 
ways dumb A bill presented for payment-^^-^ 
Forgery^ a tremendous crt'me— -— ^j/otvea by most 
d9$tructtv9 consequences, 

** Excuse me, dear madam,*' said the yene- 
Table Mr« SiDgleton, ** for not answering your 
interesting^ question immediately ; a thousand 
occurrences have rushed into my mind, and 
past scenes of the most affecting nature pre- 
sented themselves to my view. God blessed 
me and my late dear partner with a son, whose 
early years promised much future happiness. 
His disposition was truly amiable, and his 
attention to' his various studies constant and 
unremitted* We broug;ht him iip tenderly, 
without indulging him improperly, for we 
strove to correct what was unruly, and to 
commend what was lovely and of gocid report. 
As he advanced to the age of twenty, we per- 
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ceived an alteration in his conduct, and thongbt 
we discovered a propensity to a vice which 
renders a man inferior to the brute creation, 
1 mean he was fond of drinking. Not that 
he ever drank to excess so as to be intoxi- 
cated ; but he was always thirsty^ and look 
every opportunity of gratifying his inclination. 
I reasoned with him frequently upon the folly 
and dangerous tendency of his conduct, and 
he as constantly promised amendment. By 
degrees 1 discovered that his feelings in fa- 
vour of religion declined; and that he avoided 
the company of his sisters, preferring to walk 
alone. His conduct affected us extremely, 
and preyed visibly upon the constitution of my 
dear partner. He saw this — but yet he con- 
tinued to pursue the same course. Meantime 
his dear sisters were our comfort, and proved 
better to us than the son on whom we had fix- 
ed our fund affections. I must say briefly, 
that my dear wife died, after having given the 
most pleasing evidences that her son! had 
been made *meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light.* Her last interview with my 
son was affecting beyond what I can express. 
Oh madam, she addressed him so tenderly, so 
faithfully, that every eye was suffused with 
tears, nor did his eye lack moisture. * Promise 
your mother,' said she, * promise her before 
ithe departs, that you will pray against this 
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sin, that you will watch agpaiost it, and. that 
you will let your sisters be your companiojos 
in your walks. Promise your dying mother, 
that in the strength of the Almighty you will 
forsake those places which have been the 
scenes of your frailty and disgrace.' Charles 
(for that was his name) was silent — the tears 
rolled down his cheeks — all was still. Oh ! it 
was the solemnity of death indeed — nothing 
was heard exeept the vibration of the clock, 
which seemed to second the request of the 
dying mother. 'Hark ! continued she — 'hark! 
the clock tells you Time is hastening on, and 
bearing us, and especially me^ into Eternity 1 
Speak, Charles — my son — I cannot quit this 
world till I have your promise.' '1 will, dear 
mother,' said the deeply afflicted youth, and 
he sobbed aloud. ' Record it,' said the depart- 
ing woman, 'record it, O thou blessed Saviour. 
Let his name be enrolled amongst thy follow- 
ers. Let their people be his people, and their 
God his God.' And she sunk in my arms 
and expired." 

Mrs. Elworthy — (greatly affected) But 
your son, where is he ? How has he acted 
since ? 

Rev, Mr. Singleton — He continued for a 
long time very pensive, and even melancholy, 
frequently exclaiming, ' What will become of 
murderers of mothers ? At length he opened 
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his mind to his dear sisters, and then to my- 
self. I directed him to the Son of God, whose 
blood cleanseth from all sin. He found pardon 
and comfort. He is since happily united to 
a pious lady, walks in the fear of God, and 
often exclaims, **Oh ! it was my mother's 
death that brought life to my soul." 

Mrs, Elworthy. — Astonishing instance of 
the Lord's mysterious dealings indeed! You 
have revived my spirits, and imparted to my 
mind a hope of the most cheering nature. 

Rev, Mr, Singleton. — Cowper's remark is 
striking, *God moves in a mysterious way.* 
Do not cease to pray for your son, and may 
Jehovah grant you the ' desires of your heart, 
and fulfil all your petitions.' Farewell, 

Motwilhstanding the recent event in which 
Freeman was so conspicuous, it made no per- 
manent alteration in his conduct. Dissipation 
leads to poverty, and his frequent excesses 
reduced him to so ^reat a want of money, 
that he was not only constantly applying to 
his friends for assistance, but he adopted the 
ruinous practice of borrowing money from 
every young friend that he considered likely 
to answer his purpose. He had already drain- 
ed Elworthy, and his next application was to 
Robert Melville. ** My dear Melville," said 
he, one morning, *'Can you lend me a poand 
note for an hour or two ? I came out without 



31 

any cash, and 1 promised to pay a small bill 
to day.'* ** I am sorry that I cannot comply 
^ith your request. Air. Freeman," rejoined 
Melville, ** but I could not conscientiously 
begin to assist you in your present expensive' 
mmle of living. My parents have entrusted 
me with a small sum, quite sufficient to an* 
swer my retfl wants, and it becomes me to 
act like a just steward." — " Well, Sir," re- 
plied Freeman, haughtily, *Hhen you may keep 
it ; I thought such saints as you profess to be» 
were forward in performing kind actions, but 
you are, 1 perceive, like tbe rest of such hy- 
pocrites." 

** Permit me to add, Mr. Freeman, that I 
consider it an act of kindness to you to refuse, 
and I wish every one of your boasted friends 
did the same. 1 fear. Sir, that your present 
conduct will be ruinous to yourself, and most 
painful t<i your friends ; and I wish it were in 
my power to convince you of your error, and 
to induce you to reform in time, for — " 

*'No more of your enthusiastic cant, I beg, 
I detest your religion, and your whole sect. — 
Here comes Elworthj, a good-hearted fellow, 
that never refused any thing I asked him. 
fElworthy enters the office) Blworthy, b« 
kind enough to lend me a pound note." 

Elworthu, — How can you ask me. Free- 
man, you have had all my money already, 
and I know not where I can get any more. 
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Fretman. — Well, well, make yourself per- 
fectly easy, I will take care you will not be a 
loser by me. 

Etwortky. — One thing I have certainly 
lost by your acquaintance — ^all respect and re- 
gard for religion — and notwithstanding all 
you have said from the writings of Infidels, 
yet my conscience reproaches me terribly, and 
I often tremble when 1 think of judgment to 
come. 

Freeman, — Pshaw ! you are absolutely the 
most nervous fellow I ever beheld. Such 
things iis Heaven, and Hell, and Judgment, are 
not credited by men of any spirit — they are 
only fit for women to talk about and to preach 
up to children. And that old-fashioned book» 
the bible, why even those who pretend to 
esteem it, do not act according to its rules, 
and seem as if they were ashamed of it. 

Elworthy, — That may be; but it only 
proves the wickedness and depraved inclina- 
tions of men, as well as the strict morality of 
the bible, I confess it is too strict for me, 
and that were it not for your merry compa- 
ny, and the enliveniag scenes of the theatre, 
1 should be perfectly miserable. If the bible 
be true, you have certainly ruined me. 

Freeman. — Now do you really think. El- 
worthy, that it is at all probable, that the 
Almighty would punish a man for swearing- 



S3 

Hii oath, or drinkiDg^ a glass mc^re t^an iisiiiAj 
or telling* a fib ? 

Ef worthy. — 'From "what I have read in the 
fiible,it appears evident that every si u deserve* 
God's wrath and indignation ; that those whe 
commit sin, and die impenitent, shall be turn-* 
ed into hell. This is certainly the statement 
of the Scripttlres, true or false. I am often' 
alarmed at the idea of dying, lest4here should 
be a judgment to come. 

Freeman. — For shame FJworthy, to en- 
courage such weakness. But you have not 
yet resigned the prejudices of education; 
and I have reason to suspect that our young 
saint there f pointing <o MehilleJ has been 
entertaining you with some of his Taberna^ 
cle cant, 

' Melville. —No, Sir, 1 have not spoken to 
Mr. Elworthy onthesobjoct of religion. 1 sin'- 
cerely wish he^ere what he once was while 
under his father*s roof. But he has a mother 
still, and a mother^s advice may yet prevail. 

Elworthy looked pensive — and sighed-* 
while Freeman, to draw off his attention from 
a subject which he 'knew might make a deep 
impression on his mind, -enquired if he knew 
fhat the Hypocrite was to be acted that even- 
ing, and if he intended to accompany him> 
^Elworthy signified his dissent^ that he could 

D 
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iM affeidity and that he must relioqaith ib« 
theatre or be ruined ; that he felt his health 
materially injured by iate hours and excenive 
irinkwg, to which he had been introduced^ 
aad that he was determined to retreat in 
time. 

The entrauee 6f a banker'* clerk with a 
bill of ^35 f(Hr jpayment^ put an end to the 
conversation. MeWille took an account of it ; 
but expressed his surprise that no entry of it 
had been made iu the bill-book* and that be 
would meiation it to Mt» Le Monde, who wonld» 
HO doubt, take it up in the course of the day. 
Freeman and Elwocthy expressed their entire 
ignorance of any such acceptance having^ been 
made by Mr* Le Mond^* yet it appeared per* 
feclly correct. 

When Le Meude retmmed from the ex- 
change, Melville acquainted him with the cir<* 
cumstance of a bill having been presented for 
payment* and was then in the banker's hands. 
'* Impossible, Sir ! " said Le Monde, *' i have 
accepted no bill of ihat amount — » are you sure 
th^ acceptance was my hand writing? *'— ^*'l 
thought so," rep^ed Melville, ^^ it appeared 
to be your signaUircu" 

** Astonishing ! but*- -* I will call at the ban- 
ker's myself and examine it«'' 

It is a lamentable fact that notwithstanding^ 
the numerous convictiops and public execu^ 
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tiMs for Forgery, dm so aiavj p^nwns are 
gotltj of the crime. The quesitoa of capiuJ 
pBiiislHBCiiU hM been .often cUsctuised, ami 
mtefa has been said for and against them. Soma 
wooki abolisli them aHoget£ef as totally Wk^ 
availing, and by no sMans deterriag men from: 
the repetition of o^neeab In a eommereial 
count^5 fofgcry ia an^estionably a eriaie of 
great raagnitndie, and ganeiaBy committed by 
persons whose talents and edueation onght to 
have kept them from it. Ambition and extras 
vagance have excited many to trespass against 
the law. The merchant who specnlates to gain 
an immense property* and the goke who 
t^ionghtlesdy lavishes his money to taste the 
pleasures ot sense, withoot ealcniating that 
the speculation may fail, and that the pursuit 
of pleasare will eventually exhaust the moat 
ample Tesonrces, are commonly the victims of 
temptation to forgery. Money musi be had*— 
Box-Tickets— Suppers — Coaches — Sunday 
Water Parties— an Evening at Cards — a Par- 
ty to Yauxhall, together with a long list of et 
cseteras connected therewith are very ei^n- 
live. They have canaed the name of many a 
tradesman to appear in the Gazette; they 
have driven many to the Kinf^*a Beneh ; they 
have ruined many a promising yootb, brought 
liim to an early grave, or driven him to com-* 
lait forgery, by lyhich he haa come to an juu 



timety eiid-^his family dis^raeed'; his pareiilsf 
hearts broken by g^ief; and relatives and 
friends plang^ed into l^e depths of lametitatioii* 
mourning, and woe. Yet, ootwithstaudtng 
tiie influence of •education, and the awful ex^ 
ample of public executions, the misery, and 
wretchedness, and devastation that are the 
certain concomitants of forgery-*- the awfal^ 
death-fnl crime is still practised* 



Chap. V. 



1 venerate (he man v^ose fafeart iswavm, 

Whose bunds are |>are, whose doetrine aad whose life, ' 

€)oiiv6ident. exhibit lucid proof, 

That he is fkonest in the sacred cause. 

To such I render more than mere respect. 

Whose aetioBS say that they respeot tbenselret. 

CowrR^, 

• 

Ji painful discovery Anonymout letten A party 

Cards Advantages of religion TioveU «- 

- IteatHng for amusement — ^Decision and consistene^f 
"""^R^ections thereon, 

: It is easy to imagine what conslernatioa 
filled Uie minds of Le Monde and his clerks« 
at the:discoyery of a Ibrged bill ! Suspiciou 
was now all alive; but whateTer might be the 
secret conjecture, nothing was divulged. Le 
Jionde himself was indefatigable in his pur«* 
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^ttit of th« offender, but determined not to fix 
the charge upon the innocent. His first step 
ipas to take up the bill, and next to trace out 
those who had indorsed it. All that transpire 
ed he kept within his owu breast, nor eveo 
mentioned any things respecting the affair to 
any one in his own family. He had already 
seen four of the parties, through whose hands 
it had passed, but one of those whose name 
appeared, eo«dd not be found. Yet Le Monde 
had strong suspicions, which induced him tQ 
watch diligently, and to commence aa^. exa- 
mination of his warehouse gdods. He disco- 
vered a vacancy in some of the shelves, and 
that many yank of superfine cloth was mis- 
sing ! While this wad in agitation, he received 
a note one morning stating that all their at- 
tempts to discover the drawer of the bill 
would be in vain, for the delinquent was in his 
own house I There was no name to the note, 
the writer apoloj?ized for the omission by the 
circumstance of the delicate nature of his 
communication. 

Anonymous letters are generally regarded 
as the resort of mean and cowardly spirits* 
Many an excelleut character has been grieved 
by the reception of an abusive letter, fraught 
with unfounded insinuations, the prodnctioD 
of one, who, like a base, evil minded assassiup 
sought an opportunity to stab in the dark. 
Some worthy ministers of the gospel havls not 



escaped an attack from this maskeil batterer; 
An epistle of this sort was once foisted into the 
Irymn book of a raamster, that be might read 
it at the connencenient of the service on the 
Lord's day moTmng- ! as if tire writer desired 
to (fistract the mind of God's messenger, and 
grieve fats heart when aboat to deliver his so-i 
fomn and important message I ! lliere may be 
Instances which may justify an anonymous 
epistle, but they are very rare \ Such prodtie« 
lions are for ib/t most part faadiy received ; 
the writer is sttppesed to be a secret enemy, 
who takes this method of depressing his ma-< 
fignant (ttsposiltoii lowarda Ike person ad-^ 
■cijessecU 

The mind of Le Monde was much agitaiedj 
He scare^ knew in wkoia becouM confide. 
The property^ that had been secretly <^onveyed 
away was by no means tncon8iderable» ye£ 
lie knew not the exact amount. He maintain* 
•ed his lesotntion to take no further steps, but 
tO'obserre careMly and diligently passing 
events. The storm that bad- arisen was at 
length appeased, and a calm succeeded; but 
it waa the^* treacherous calm,*** which indica- 
ted Hhe approach of a still more Tiolent 

' Melvilie had much to try tlie nature of his 
frrineiples, and the' reality of his reKgion; 
Every mrthod had been resorted to in order to 



induce bim to visit the theatre, and to form 
one of a party to VauxhalL Sometimes a box 
ticket was forwarded to hin^— at another time 
he was invited to spend a» eveniug' with a 
friend of Elworthy's, where there wasr to be ft 
musical party. MelTille accepted it, bHt id 
his utter astonishment, cards were introduced! 
*'C6me, Mr. MeWille^'* said an interesting 
young lady, ** I hope jom wilt join us at cards^ 
We mean to have a little music presently.*^ 
^ I never play, madam," said Bfelville. "Not 
at cards, sir ?'* " No niadam.*' **Then I sup*' 
pose you have some, religiois objection te^ 
them. ' '*My objection is, that it occnpies 
time without affording any remuneratitm, to 
which I might add, £at it opens the door to 
a train of evils— excites bad tempers--f>rodu«' 
ces quarrels-— and leads to gaming and oUier 
vices. ^ Were there no other evils attached to 
it, this would be sufficient— 4hat it induces a* 
habit of trifiingt and detaches the mind from' 
solid and beneficial pursuits." *^ Well, sir, if 
you have serious objections I will not press 
you. Then I suppose yon do not play at back 
gammon, draughts," &c. ^ No madam, I en^ 
gage in nothing of the sort." **<0h ! dear, sir,' 
what a mopish life you must lead ! I pvesume 
t)ien you never go to the phy, nor to any 
place of public amusement !" **No madam, I 
have no desire for such things.*' 
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! '''Poor young fellow/' said aa elderly raa-» 
trouy ** I dare say he would sooner go to hear 
preaching. I presume, sir, ^addressing her^ 
self to Melville^ J your parents were very re- 
ligious, and that you were brought up ia that 
way." . 

*' They were, and are still very conscien- 
tious in their profession of Feligion, and cer- 
tainly taught me that one part of religioa 
consisted in not loving the world,*' 

<<0h ! but my young friend, God Almighty 
designed these things for our recreation and 
happiness." 

. ** I have never read that in the Scriptures, 
madam." 

. " The Scriptures ! my young friend,^ OU 
dear, we must not read them, too much, foe 
they are very mysterious, and we must leaver 
our spiritual guides to explain them to us, foe 
my part I see no harm in an innocent game 
at cards. There are many who do not play that 
do worse. Better play at a friendly game 
than scandalize our neighbours." 

''I see no necessity for scandal, madam; I 
believe you will acknowledge that there ia 
more scandal at a card-table than in any other 
situation." 

The matron made no reply, and a silence 
of some minutes ensued, which was at length, 
interrupted by a young gentleman dressed d la 
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dandy, trgfatly begirt with stays, and deeotated 
with a quizzing glass, who, turning to Mel- 
ville, said, ** I suppose, sir, you preach, some- 
times." No sir, I am happy to be a hearer.*^ 
** Ha, faa, well, *pon honor, 1 think you would 
make a g^od preacher. I suppose you never 
smile nor indulge in a joke," 

**ldo not know why you should suppose 
this. If you consider me to be lielfgious, 
yon ought to know that * religion is the soul 
of happiness *-— that it banishes sorrow, and 
chases despair from the heart — that it guides 
into- the way of peace, and produces real and 
permanent delight. So full of joy itself, that 
It seeks not such auxiliaries aa have been re- 
ferred to in this conversation. Allow me, sir» 
to recommend you toatudy the subject se- 
riously, and you will soon be convinced that 
there is every thing in real, vital religion that 
conduces to cheerfulness." 

The young dandy dropped his glass, and 
bowed assent to the remarks of Melville. He 
Mi that be could not maintain a conversation 
with one who appeared to be so capable of 
defeilding his subject. The very presence of 
a good man has a powerful influence on the 
gay and dissipated, and although they may 
not accord with his principles, or assent to 
what they temi- his preciseneis, yet they cau-' 
not but approve his conduct. 
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A m^ply uneqaivocal avowal of attachment 
io hw^my things, is highly commeiidahlef 
^d inciispensahly necessary, and when it is 
combined with it modest humble demeanor, it 
will always be feceived with respect, even bjr 
personsof a hostile character. 

The conversation that eqsued, suspended 
the introduction of ^rds^ and music was 
eventually introduced^ Some delightful pieces 
from Handel were played by a youug lady, 
with peculiar taste, and admirable execution, 
Cak^e and wine were now brought in,, and a 
short but lively conversation closed the even* 
ing, in which Melville qiodestly expressed hia 
sentiments concerning i^aiiy works which h<Ml 
beemnentioned,fre^entlydecTaringthedeligh| 
he experienced in history, poetry, kc Noveb 
were referred to, and Melville beipg asked hi» 
ojf^inion oathem, observed, that he coiisideied 
the far greater number of them to bo not only 
injurious to the morals, but productive of se*^ 
rious ' consequences. That circulating libca<« 
rieSf where novels were principally lent, were 
Zfk e^il not oi^y to respectable young ladies^, 
but e8\pecia% to servants, whose time and. 
mon^y were wasted, and ideas of the lightest 
and most pernicious sort infused into the 
mind. 
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- ^^Bnt l&ere are some ^od iKnnds/'said the 
dandy, 

*^ Ofi eertatnly*' ezdaioied Ae reoetable 
matron* ** I have read thousands of them itf 
my life, and I itare admired some Jeto of 
them as containinff very gfood sentiments. 

«<Onlya/ftDortheBi'^8aidMeMUe! <«It 
is. on that principle I do not make tbem amrt 
of my reading, for to use the remark of Br< 
Young, ^ If a man were to find one peatl in an 
Oyster, out of a million, it wovtd not encottf-r 
age htm to commence fisherman for life. ^' 

*< Then you do not read to be omtfMvl, SaSd 
the dandy* 

** My time is too Kmited to read for mere 
amusement,** rejoined BfelTille. ^1 endea^ 
▼onr to Mend the utile et dulcet Ibr I have been 
fanght to make much of time, and to talne m«u 
ments, and therefore I endearonr to abstain 
from what is unprofitable and to delibetato 
before I acceptan rovitation, determined if poA^ 
sible either to do good or to get good.** 

There was something in the manner of Mel- 
viHe that commanded approbation, and; when 
he had taken his departare, even tftre dandy 
exckimed that he was a charming lad, at* 
tfaoQ^ his ideas were singular; 

*<That arises from his edoea^on" said tha 
matron, ** probably a Utile intereonrse with 
fashionable society, will lectifft his prejudices; 



44 

Ytt I could wish that some of my childreirwere 
equally promising. At any rate we could not 
reply to his remarks with any chance of suc- 



cess," 



\^^l could have joked them away, *' said the 
dandy»"but he soon despoiled me of that 
weapon, and be looked so grave, that I was 
completely silenced, " 

After Melville had retired to his room, he 
l^egan to reflect on the incidents of the even-* 
ing. He perceived tl|e importance of resolu- 
tion and consistency. * If a man be my disciple,, 
he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. " He must, for the 
law of the kingdom of God is absolute. He 
t^at is a friend of the world is an enemy to 
God. This is .the victory that overcometii 
the world even our faith." A constant war-i 
fare must be kept up. Watchfulness and 
prayer must be perpetually resorted to. There 
^re in every town persons of the worst princi- 
ples, wliose sole delight is to corrupt the 
yo'ithful mind, and when a father sends a child 
from home he needs to pray that God would 
|<Leep him from the evils of the world. In- 
fidels, gamesters, profligates, whoremongers, 
and adulterers are to be found in the common 
pothouse and superb hotel, in the humble cot- 
tage and stately mansion. Abandoned minds 
i{&ke a Satanic pleasure in leading ayouth froiOL 
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Ihe path of virtue. They calldarkness light 
and light darkness, evil good and good evil. 
Like their grand prdgenitor, they adopt th^ 
maxim: 

- To do oiig;ht g^ood shRll neTer be our task' 
Qut ever^ do ill onr.sole delig^ht ! i 

• « 

Melville determined that nothing should 
move him, hut he deteripioed this in the 
strength of God, and having committed bim.T 
self to the divine protection he calmly retired 
to rest, and snnk on his pillow, 

As in the embraces of his God • 

Or on his Saviour's breast. 

Chap. VI. 



'** How different will be the dyia^f. reflections of that 
parent whose earnest endeavours ha?e been unhappily 
defeated by the subsequent and voluntary perversion of 
his child, from him who will reasonably agg-ravaf e his 
paojips, by transferring- the ains qfki$ neglected child^ to 
the number tfhU own transgressions .''* 

H. MOBB. 

.Religious Edueaihn Ei>ils ((/inconsistency in Church 

Members— ^^'I'ragedjf follotoed by a farce— —Mrs; 

Elvoorthu's illness^ — Address to her son R^fiec^ 

tion— Soliloquy overheard Unexpected advice 

'—-'Mrs, Elworthy*s letter. 

It 18 an abundant source of consdatioii to 
.^Christian parent that the religious educatioiv 
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«f bi^^U4 IM Dot Veen ne^e^ted', tbti wUle 

h^ hus h^im luixions to &t bim for ft 
s^9ii 01 tbto lifp, be bfts Boi omitl^ loimiB 
bim for tbe world to come. Tbe pioii9 Mm* 
Elwortbjr »9u» comforled by tbis tbougbt. lo 
eoDJanctioB with ber deur partii«r» #be bad 
pressed upon tbe mind .of ber son tbe impor- 
taiice of Qie one tbing needfol. As 90on as 
lie cDold speak sbe tai^t bim lo utter a prayi 
^r/ and by degrees^ to repeat byrons ^luA 
other compositions which were likely to b^ 
retained inJiis memory. He was taken to 
the house of God, and became the constant 
subject of pralyerin tbe fiunily; as be grew 
up, be was appointed to read sometimes tbe 
hymn, and atotheM tbe chapter that he might 
be initiated in the things of the kingdom of 
God. He was lh«i desired to write his 
thoughts upon some text of scripture, and at 
length produced a sermon upon a given pas^ 
sage. By these means he acquired a knowledge 
of the word x>f life, but alas \ it was knowledge 
that, being external, pnly puffed up, .and al- 
though appearances were fayouraUe, yet tliey 
were not to be depended upon. His removal 
from home was an event that was to prove his 
character, and it did prove it* When be £rst 
beard Freeman converse he was shocked. Hi- 
therto he hod been totally unaccustomed to 
profane oaths and lewd discQuzse. The ison^t. 



jMnation be kad Kstened to at lionet wav e^n- 
nected with heavenly things : but npw^ 
pleasure, excess, dissipation, were the favorite 
themes* He soon began to hear as a jcrtf tci 
foand fault with the style or manner ^ the 
preacher, wanted to hear something new, and 
Aeof^d up to himself teachers, haviiig itching 
can. His careless behariour in the house of 
God was obswvable and became a subject of 
grief to many. 

One thing that accelerated his declension 
from the right way was the iooonsistent e^n< 
duct of some that belonged to the place of )Wor** 
ship that he attenifed, and they were membei4 
of the Church ! ! When the sermon was (ovtft 
they returned home, but sot to m^ttate^ not 
to converse u()on the word of God ; no, it waa 
to notioe some peculiar expression ; if was to 
descant on the dress of some of the hearers ; 
it was to complain of the iet^th of thesermonl 
or, that there was nothing iieto in it. Viskem 
would sometimes arrive, and then scandal and 
defemation came fortl|« JSeport say they and ^ 
we will rsport it; in a word, the unscriptural 
conduct cl these pretended saints, these un«» 
hallowed, unworthy, partakers* of the Lord's 
8upper« Vy disf usting the mind of Elwortby, 
lowered the importance of religion, and he 
thought less and less of its magnitude every 
day* 



- ft has often 'been obscired :- **» after thetra^ 
gedy comes a farce." Might not this be said 
frequently upon the Lord*s day? When the 
truly tragic scenes have been depicted, the 
tragic scenes of t)UT blessed Lord's agony, bis 
incomparable sufferings in Getbsemane ; the 
unparalleled indignity at the bar of Pilate which 
be endured, the mockings, the buffettings, the 
taunts, the reproaches, and, to crown all, the 
painful, shameful, lingering death of the Cross 
to which he submitt^, the thrilling, heart- 
rending cry in the hodr of bis greatest "Conflict 
and desertion ; My God ! My God ! Why 
hast ihau forsaken me ? How many weep at 
the recital preparatory to the laugA which is 
to follow! Yes, they weep, but they are not 
such tears as angels weep ; yes, they weep, 
but they are not the tears of the hnmble peni- 
tent ; not the tears of the heart melted by love 
divine; they are the tears of the crocodile ; 
they weep with the church that they may 
l^ugh with the world; they hear of the meek" 
nesSf Bxid mildness of the Son of God, that 
they may return home and indulge their ra^e, 
their anger, their slander, their evil-speaking ! 
The tragedy is over—the -comic acenes are in- 
troduced—the tragicr dress is thrown off— the 
Pantomimic apparel is put on; thus they exhibit 
.A striking illustration of the jp/oin, but forci^ 
MU saying which contains in it a severe aen«- 
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fivre on tlkd one hand, and wHoleaome instnie* 
tioB oil Uie otlieFy ^ Smnts abroad, detiils at 
hamtJ 

It hafi been lemarked already, that the eom»» 
duct of Elworthy had affected the spirit? of 
his fond parent* Her strength declined^ her 
worldly comforts were withered ; she had nor 
biisbaud to encourage her. In losing him, her 
best earthly friend" was remold 1 To complain; 
toothers ofhei; child, she eonld not, and' there- 
fore she bore her grief secretly. Yet she had a' 
Jriendf into whose ear she could utter tiiet 
plaintive tale and the monrnful recital of her. 
woe. She had a friendiWhose advice she cotddi 
freely ask and on whose assistance she eooht 
eonfidently rely* He was a triedy aa* appraised • 
friend ; the same in adversity as in prosper- 
ity ; the same in sickness as in health. This 
friend nevef slighted her, never refused his 
aid. .He was the friend of heryOuth, the 
friend of advancing yeass, au Almighty, ever« 
lastiilg frtendly-^it was God. 
Remdvedinto the.conniry, she now and then. 
T^eived.a visit from her senr, and she etabraced: 
these oppontunitieS of speaking to htm fvMy 
and affittctiioiiatriy upon ne sufyject of religiom 
But he (»bsenred a sullen' silence, nor coirid 
she draw the least favourable circunntance ex- 
cept a tear that now and then wandered from 

D 
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Ihs eye» and wliiefa he endaaToiiTed to repurtut, 
** Ali 1 can cleave to, said sbe to bin, i« the 
roniidence 1 have in the troth, that you are la 
tb^ bands of God; that you are, and iMtve been, 
the subject of many earnest prayers; and tbat the 
sentiments which, in early life, were impres- 
sed npon your memory, cannot be altof^tbev 
obliterated; con8cience,my dear son, may be for 
a time stupified, but it will at length awakeand 
speak in notes of thunder. Hear^ O ! bear its 
voice now. This is the day of salvation, this 
the golden oppwtunity, while life and breath 
and being last. Should I never address you 
more, remember that I have led you in the 
good andthe right path* Sfrn>e then to enter in 
at the strait gate, for many will seek to enter- 
in and shall not be able ;" she ceased, and El- 
worthy took his leave. 

As he returned home, he revolved in his 
raiad past evedts. and present circumstances. 
Atone moment be rescued to alter kis conduct, 
to renounce his associates, and to have nothing 
further to do with Freeman ; theft he began 
to reflect on the.reproaches he would rseeivey 
and the ridicule and scorn lie would OKperi- 
eace. He knewthat^eKcesseabadjdready in- 
jured his health, and nearly exhausted his re- 
sources, and a text iof Scripture darted intokiu 
mind and stood Itke an angel with a> dr«wa 
sword before him, « what fruii badst thou 



51 

in those tbiogi^ nMdch thoa art now ash^medt 
for the end of those things is death." Ah 
said he» **1 feel that the way of trangressors is 
hard* I am in thisiway but how to retreat« 
Oh! there's the difficulty! He spoke 'this 
in so load a tone of voice, that a plain looking 
man who was on the other side of the hedge 
heaid him disttnctly» and exclaimed, ** Why^ 
escape for thy life, look not behind thee, nei- 
ther stay thon in all the pbdtt, escape to the 
mountain, to the fnoamtom, my young man, 
lest thou be consumed." 

Astonished, surprised, and oonfoonded* 
Elworthy halted. 

<< Did }rott speak to me ? " 

** Certainly young man, I see yon aie in a 
difficult ; you are gone from the pnth, take 
my adrice. Go to yonr heavenly rather and 
say, 1 have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, Go and ask him for mercy and pardon 
and eternal life. Go now, delay not, for time 
is departing and eternity is hastening on." 

** Pray what is yonr name." 

*' Namev' yomg man, why that* s no matter, 
but thank Giod I am not admmed of my name^ 
though I am of my sins ; my name is John 
liolmly, I am a labouring man and I live in 
the cottage just at the eigfadi mile stone. Poor 
in this world, but, blcascd be Ae Lord, ntk: 
in faith and an heir of the Kingdom.'* 



gdod adviee.** 

<* Yon are fi|[fat ^velteiMrwy andJ-wisht jfmi 
giood'ntglivG<kl^bles9 jm and your parnnto 
too." 

£lwbrtli5^ passed wt and nn^bmd* d^iljp.^ 
«< Pat^nte ! Ah ! I thidl be soon left destilnts 
of both; lf|p Fathrar gfOtte already^ njr mMlM 
fbUowtng tiim nfp^ify. I shall hSBl^'iioiie'a» 
oo^forrtmey noniitb^advfs^y.nNie Inrh«l)iini6^ 

The tok was nowsvariiigt high aind ehtetkif 
its evening song*, the suil)i»a8 justainkng ittu 
to tlvo western oe^n, all aronnd inoi stisdt tod 
tranquil, favorable to refiectioiiv i&otbing^ iA 
disturb, save the gehtie rustling' of t|^e letftes 
andi thewwrng of tbe^ yellow oora nearly^ tt^ 
for the sttdilV. 

** Bscsipe for thy liife,*' repeated Elwofthyv 
**iike Aot I aitttn the minkt of.Sedo»td09,Bi]p 
kife^ my ocnsl i v. danger, fool thai I hatte be»» 
to listen^ to) that base despise of.thM^wMvfr 19 
good, and to follow hnn in all hia iniiiMNM 
practices, but I mati esoapo fwm his giUsp.** 
Th^ words of the honest taboaier constantly 
soanded in bis ear.i Heaviived hotm^ but Hot 
to r^A'^f fof ha was constantly iDteffm|>ttd by 
the wo^ds ^*' Escape,' Ssoafie." 

Tke itlness oii Nrs. Eiifotthy continaad to 
idcriiaae; Hot Mysieian at length declared 
that JiothlttfriiQye could be done for.ii«r. She 



a^re^gnatUMioTaJC^^tjan, OfteA^heraviewr 
9A A^ y^t d^ys of l^er life, tt^e p^ipd of bier 
qoDversio^to Gp4y t{)i|gr^ons^^rovidences. tha) 
had followed ber, ike comforts itiat,h^ swotjU 
ened ber patl^^ aod tboug^ she wept, it waa 
firhan she was oyefpower«a by the goodneaa of 
ISodtjand jnialted l^y the siusbine of bia pre<- 
aaoce* The remoyal of her d^ar departed 
^uaband did indeed appear to her myateriona. 
It wfLB an event that was continually preaent 
Inber thought, and she fqi^nd it, at times, a 
difficulty to isay, ** I know Lord that Uiy 
judg9\ents are .right;" yet when she consi- 
dered the end, when she contemplated wis- 
dopi, ppwei:, and goodness^ combined with 
ffiitfifulneas as engaged to bless and save her ; 
that all affiietions were light when compared 
v.\\h eternal .glory, the thought soothed her 

E' its, str^if^ened her faith, and tuned her 
to aing,>^' He bath done all Uunga well.'* 
h^ f (m'jav n^ar jier heart, and aJUiough 
weak ^apd. exhausted, she resolTed, if her 
strengjih- would .al)o|W, to address a letter, to 
bim. After some days fhe despatched the 
foUosving; 

. *' My defur, 'dear, Son, 

The light of this world is rapidly dosing 
on me, and soon, rery soon, this world will be 
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notfaiDg to me. f iftm pfti^riDg^ to le&ve it^ 
irat in doings this^ I cast my eyes upon yov^ 
once a fraitful scmrce of tny earthly happi- 
ness ; with a mother^s foidtiess, I gazed upon 
yon when cradled in my arms, I caught yo«r 
eager endeavour to pronounce my tiaim?, I 
prayed for you, instructed you, committ^ 
you to God, intreated yoa to seek him, to ho- 
nour him, to devote yourself to him for ever 
and ever. Why, O why have you forsaken 
him. What have you gained by neglecting 
him. Return to him, your mother tnfrea^s 
yon to do this. Your afflicted dying mother. 



I resume my pen, a little revived like the 
expiring -flame* that yet quivers in the socket. 
Forsake, my dear son, the society of the vici* 
ens and the abandoned, the unholy and the 
profane; They have ruined many^ and will 
be the ruin of numbers more. Their end ia 
d€93tructton, their glory is in their ahame, 
if»ray earnestly to God for his grace to assist 
you, for without that you can do nothing. 
As to myself 1 can rejoice in the pleasing 
delightful prospect of an exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, absent from the body, 
shall be present with the Lord. Delight- 
M bought ! 
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** |elori«|Hi h«ar, O bicit iA«dt« 
I shall he near and like my God ! 
And' flesh and sin no more control 
The saoied pleatares ofay soul." 

Farewell, my dear Henry, remember 
Your affectionate mother, 

Hannah Elwortby. 

Chap. VIL 



'* Grace is an immortal seed, cast into an immortal son], 
that tvill bringr forth immortal fruit. What sins are there 
which g^race canool fpardon ? what heart ia there which 
grace canaot soften ? wbatsoul is there which giaoe ca»* 
not save ?*' Mason. 

Wudom qfPf9vidence-^'-~^oseph^^'^The/emale captiin 

Visit to ** the cottage at the eighth miU'ttone^ /a. 

i erm t ing co»Mr*altoa— -"Oytfce prodmcee m etrOkimg 

ehantte FamUy pra§fer^ — A good reM/«l«pfi— ~- 

Carried into ^ect Feelings qf a mother RWi- 

gion cannot be hid Firare of he Monde and MeltHle 

S a ck uw^ e e s 4tf ffoung penone to diecUee their 
religiemJi fyiinge^ 

» • 

" TacMK iftJio.deiiy Providence are as msek 
Atheiats as. those who deny a God ; aod, in- 
deed, Uie greatest Pagan philosopheis at- 
knowledged it, and PlatOi in bis llialognes, 
prooottDces those mmd, who deny an over- 
xoling Proyidenoe." To this seotirosnt of the 
l^reat Csrnock, no one can withhold his assent. 
The history of the world, and the Utcs of in* 
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dividoals, ittw^krftte t|ie fakst. Wh^fi a maii 
leaves hiahbme ia themormng, it may appear 
altog^ether lo^iffefieptiivbietiiei'iieLpasa through 
one street or another; and yet, ^operimpor*' 
tant event may transpire which may have an 
inflaence upon the remainder of his life. En-i 
▼y and malice induced Joseph's brethren to 
sell him to the Midianites ; from the Midian- 
ites he passed to the house of Potiphar ; and 
thence, by false accusation, into a prison ! A 
watchful Providence was continually over him,^ 
brougM.himoutof the prison, iatioducedhim 
to Uieking^ of Egypt, and made him instru- 
mental in preserving the liveis of the patriarchs 
and their lamiHes. ^Gen. \, 20. J By the game 
Providence, *' a little maid'' was taken captive 
by a band of Syrians, torn from her panents 
and relatives, and carried into a strange eoitn- 
%rv. Here sh& is introduced into the famiiy 
q( Nfm»SLXU tba C0mmander-in*chief of the 
Assyrian army, and at length- becomes the in- 
strument of good to her master, by l^r timely 
Htention of the prophet Elisha. By this means 
Naai|iaii is cuDed of his leprosy, and rest^ves 
faeoc^octh to sacrifice onlj to f* the 'Lord*' ^• 
(2 Kings V. 2-*-17.) Who, that reviews his 
Ufe, do&L not discern some onexpected appear* 
aiicea of Providence in his favour ? Who oau^ 
not sing of the wondet f ol acts of the Lord, and 
ascribe ^teata/ess to our God ? . Wha will 



iMt join the sweet iiiifsr of Istndt and ex*** 
dain. He led m forth by the fight way, 
that we mohit go toa'dtj of bdbitatlob ? 
. Tlie woiis of Joha HoMy still soluidefll in 
£lw6rthj's ear. Nothing bai made so deep* 
an impvessibn. l^ej were liot Hke tiie scar 
of the arrow Uirougfh the air» tior as ^e fur*-' 
mm prodooed on the ocean by the kesl» th^ 
inflicted a woood which pleasnre and diversion 
covldnotheaL * Escape for t^, live' fplk^ 
lowed him everj where, and be eodoevrsd a 
streng affection for the penon wko atleivd. 
them, olthoagb unknown. The most potent* 
medicine nKsy be carried by a feeble m es s en >»' 
gi^r, and the efficacy of the wwd of iiod'de^ 
pends not on might ' nor power, but on fl|e: 
Spirit of the Lord. ItistbeSpirilthat mick-; 
eanth, the Spirit diat oomforts, the Spirit' 
that applies mid seab the tmth'to thp beait,> 
and where the l^irit of the Loid is* there is 
liberty, froedemlrom theprodoniinant ]nfl»*i 
ease of the world, fn^Siimnam the tynmnidd, 
degrading, detractive, power of sin, 

%here'was a t^me men Bl^rthy wonldi 
have despised the thought of being instrneted 
by a dsyp4abomrer. «fie would -liaye said, 
sbofwMJy, ^ How fcnowelh Ihia mhn lettsrs^; 
linmg nirser .lesrned«" But now, belonged* 
for an oppsvtnnity to convene with him. 
~ < the pottage at tl^e eighth mik 
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Kote/ aod 'detenHinod to yistC it Havm^ 
obtained leave of abseaoe from Mr. Le Moadb 
to spend tiro di^s with bis motber^ he ayail- 
ed htoiaalf of Ihat |Meaniaaida to juccomi^iBh 
fats wish. Arrnrtiig near the cottagi^, abent 
faalf past eigfhl in the morning, he reclined 
for some miaates against the mile-atone. It 
was a small neat place^ a. little >gafde» in f«ottt». 
laid ontin a tasteful manner; a, jessamine 
crept along the wail^. and around the door 
bloomed the lovely rose — the beds indeed were 
small» bnt diey contained flowers of a superior 
osder ;. whiAe the weU^weeded alleys evinced 
the caie and' attention of the occupant. £1^ 
worthy >opened the wicket gate, and gently 
tapped at the. door— **' Come in, fmend^" said 
a voice, that lie recognized to be John Holm-' 
ly 's.' The good man and hia .Ceimfly were sor* 
ronndang a (able, partaking . their morning's, 
repast. •■ At the. aigfat of Elwoiihy they all 
rose itp-^/. Servant, Sir," said John flolnily» 
and tftn&was rC'HSchoed by the urife and. ehu- 
dren, ^M'imy do not disturb youfselves^,** 
said Elwortfa]p, ^ L wish to speak a few worda 
w»th«you." 

**Pray, 6ir, sit down, if you will oondoF- 

fcead to take a chair in onr huoftbie dwefling," 

said Sarah linlmly, **fiave yon walked, frota 

. itown this morning > I fear yon are tired.*' 

^*^ot at ay> I thank you— -I will take a 



•8© 

• • - » 

i^lmir, provided I do mit intetnipt your 
Inreakfast/' 

««0h, no; you will not interrupt ns,** said 
Ifte bnsbatld; ** I sometimes wish I had a bet- 
ter apartment to receive a gentleman in ; bnt, 
^r, it is useless to wish. If I had known the 
tiilne of religion iii early life, I should be in 
«Kfl^reht circumstances now. ;*•«•;• tbut, by 
the grace of God I am what I am. 

lilere I raise mj Ebeo^zeri 

Hither by his help Vm ^me, 
An4 1 triMt, liy wn good pleatare, ' 
^ . Silfelj to arrive at heme. 

Je9il> aougbt me vbeo a stranger, 

WatidMnff from tbe fold of (M^ 
Ha toreiciie me fmut danifer, 

lot^rposM Hip preoi^Qs blood. 

Elworthy sighed-^— and looking earnestly 
asked, " Da you remember spiiiikifiig- to a 
atranger some evenings since ? - 
- • ** Let me see » « • •'. . • . a few evetiiiigs «ini?a 
fpansesjf-mhj, sir, 1 can't «ec<^ect the. cif^ 
cumstance.'* ' • ' 

<'No Did you not say to a young 

man, * Escape for thy life >' '' 

"Yes, yei, I do---Ah ! I havlB often thought 
upon that there young man ; he seemed in a 
great deal of tronble^-^quite in a melancholy, 
I thought — 1 fear he has fallen into bad com- 
pany, for he spoke of the way of liansgres- 
Bors." 



'< He '4id .ip-^rf^r ,hfi fias .faimd 4t to )>e.^ 
bars way, and his great difficulty is iiiigett^W 
into tile ^i^ :that leadeth tOrliCe^^tc^rftal." 

^' I anilPP^e yoM r|^e tb^ .ypttiig,|^tleinM, 
Sir? WM» rliam light glad^i^^iWia my 
little ^tH^ Why^ $ii:» as J told you jth^, 
,so I f(SKy iMm^ "^ IS^Gupe for your lifi^ ^e«iQa{>e ,t^ 

4he inoiin]iwi*-^iH»,p)ape of «afety ^)8s ;,iiq9^ 

sir, I assure ^^; ;l|iied ib^ world.for.bappU 
nessy but it gaye none ; .1 was an enegiy fo all 
seriousness, .^jd^ Jiated Ihose who regarded 
religion ; JvpK^ciided to deeipise .thevBibl&— 
be^me dissatisfied v^th- my conntiy— talked 
against the kiu^ and goYieioinent, and swore I 
would go and Jme in foieign parts* . I think 
at that time'^ere was not -a- more abandoned 
lineetiBhin esa9t^me. JB^ Q the gm^fwsBs of 
sovereign jneicy l*-^he depth oi the* riches of 
the goodness aiui wisdom of God ! He.ato{]^ed 
4ne.iiLB)|r.aivfiil.c;ftr^r— Jpoked on i^e-Hsmil* 
Mf imd iM me Uy^ how . happy have ^I 
been since that period !" 

M)Bttt fpnimd no i^^gi^uB instruc^r in 
your youthfufdays ?*' 

^^Oyes, 8ir;my parents were bo^h truly 
^ioius ip^^e, they took me. to Uie house of 
Sod, JUwjf)^ m» to reverence the Lord's day, 
and impve^fid Qn my niipd the duty of prayer; 
imt when I gcew- W:! .fell into bad company, 
which soon ridiculea meout of my esteem tor re« 
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Upon, anddvewmv tD'tiiepublic hoiiMi wlie)% 
IpMRd piy «veiiiiigs> and acquired every bad 
habit; till alrleiigtb Ihad not aipeai^i to>liel]; 
myselfy oodil wib> idwo oblig^tiy take my 
work I could prdcuve. I treuttle' evvuiiiefMr^ 
when I ieAio»ii{ipn mypast^Hfe^ Bfee^^ be 
^m graeetfasttpi^adcme, thatealedWMfcoutof 
tfiat awM: ataisy otf darkaess P*' 

' ^ Hovr were yeni brought to sea th)» errdv of 
yaurwayv ?^' 

'* I was strolling about one evettiog, before 
I wa^mawie^tv Sarah^ and happened to pass 
by a/diapel-«« mos arrested my^ aMenttoMy 
and:! mnt in, out of cmriomtyy t«ib«av what 
te» pieacher had to say. He was bii« a (dwM 
ann, but he deaeribied any cbaraeter so axaeHy^ 
4iat 1 thought he mast savely haire hitt^tv n»e. 
He called upon roe and others to < r%ffm\fsfh& 
mtum to GodrwHh all' oar hea»l»/ assvrWugius 
tiat theXofd iemm Christ woutd^ r^eevie ua, 
and forgive all our sins. Well, 8ir,> Iwantf 
oul^ as you nay 'suppose, veiythov^ttlMand 
aNTch «eneaniKi ; I read my Blble^ aadL tried 
to pray for the mercy of God. He heard my^ 
prayet8-u*i regoiaBly attended* difiae worship 
aftarwarda, Mt all my farmer cdrnpanioaa/ 
avd • 

**'But how could- you leave them» did you 
not experience their ridicule?" 

^^Yes, yes; but what was their ri^ide. 
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eompftred. with the worth olmy toil? wlieii 
tb« Word of God said, * Come out from utumg 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord* and 
I will receire you« The friendship of God is 
worth mere tlmn all the.worid." . 

And have you been happy since ?** 
Happy ! Can I be otherwise, when the 
Lord is my portion ! I n^ never happy till I 
faye msrself ap to God» . Bnt floohtng a$ the 
clock) I see my time is gone. Come, wife,- 
briosr the Bible." 

The good man then read a portion of serip* 
tttre, and offered up an earnest prayer to God, 
commending the family and their concerns to 
him, and beseeching .him to bl4^ the young- 
stranger and gi?e him his grace,, that he 
might be preserved and kept from the evils of 
the world* 

Elwmrthy was so overcome when he rose 
from his knees, that he could scarcely thank 
honest John for his prayer for him, except bjr 
a cordial shake of the hand* <<Fatewell, Sir,** 
said . John, ** I shall be. glad to see ye« 
again." 

Sarah gazed at Elworthy, and sud, ^' Re- 
ally, Sir, although you are a stmoger,.yetyoa 
are so like my late dear master, tbatyouseena. 
quite natural to me. Dear man ! 1 shall never 
forget him; no, never, never* Excuse my 
weeping, Sir, but he was the: means of bring* 
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hig me acqaainted'With the blessedness of 
religion, I can*t tell jon any mbre now ; bnt 
when yon come again we will ta}k of it." 

•* Thank yon, Sarah » 1 shall be glad to hear 
yonr acconnt/' said Elworthy, and taking 
his leave, proceeded to visit his mother. He 
fonnd her in a languid and enfeebled state, 
hat possessed of that joy which arises from a 
tweet sense of pardoning mercy. The scene 
was truly affecting. The tide of filial love 
flowed strongly, and Mrs. Elworthy never felt 
her son- so dear to her as at this period. He 
related all that had ocean ed since he last saw 
her, and declared his deterinination, in the' 
strength of God, to forsake his associates, 
and to pursue the ways of religion. 

** Blessed be thy holy name," said the en- 
mptured mother, with a conntenaoce illumina- 
ted with i!elestial joy. *'* Blessed be thy holy 
Mune, thoia God, that hearest and answerest 
prayer! At length thou hast given me the 
nqnest of my heart* Now I am ready to dc- 
piirt. Mine eyes have seen thy salvation 1 O 
Jienry ! O my son ! Do I see thee again turn- 
ing towards the Lord ?" <*Pray for me, dear 
nother, pray tfiat 1 nay not again turn aside 
to MIy. 1 now begin to feel my weakness, 
to see my danger — my heart is deceitful, dcs- 
jparately wicked, 1 dare not trust it.'* 

'*Look t» God, my SOD — Hbis aprtfi^nl' 



l^p.^J^ s«re refng^^Ia; all tby wa^ im:-> 
knowledge Him, and He will direct thj^ 
pathSb'' The lest of the time was sj^ent in the 
moBt ddigfatfiil and pjNufitable eopyersatieD, 
and Elwf rtby took l^nre of his tender n^)<- 
tber, promising to visit her again in a few 
diya.. 

iij, reader wiQ readily coiicUide, thai^ thf^ 
^Uei^atlo^ in Elwordiy's conduct did not pa^ 
%j unnoticed^ He said little to any one ; b^t 
that little was ^ken in a naanner so totallj 
different fropii his former manner, that it at- 
tracted the ai!tjenti9n of the whole family. He 
appeared thoughtful, and as if something op« 
pressed his mind. His evenings w^ra sp^t 
at home, and his books were hk constant 
rcsouree* 

Mf. Le Monde ufa^s a man of (^servaliaiiy 
and instantkr lecogniaed the change in Eliyor-- 
th'y; but the. cause was unknoMm, and l^ 
spmetimea feaie^ it arose from a aeqs^ of guilt* 
Ye^ he would not indulge his suspiciona, and^. 
tireni^ed while he> suspected. HobiBft Melville, 
too, was not without hie appfeben^ions that 
Blwort^y ftad a Weight ^ on hif ^^fieience^ 
and althoiigiii^ ^i?^ civil and cofirteous t» 
him, yet he i^a^ ira( enco^sage him'to ejpien 
Ills mind, Elworuiy ^eed/^ encouragemeat,, 
but was airraid ot himself, 1«^| he* 9haulcl 
agam be ensniared. The only on^ that he 
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friend John, ** at the eighth mile stone/' and 
he longed for the time to come» when he should 
have another interriew. 

It is to he regretted that many young per- 
sons are so tacit ^n regard to their religious 
feelings ! How backward are they to express 
what iheyfeelf to disclose the secret workings 
of their minds^ — their donbts^^their difficul- 
ties — ^their desires— -their joys I Some indeed 
there are who endeayour to coneeai their love 
to Christ, and their attachment to his people. 
Happy are those who meet some in their pro- 
gress to Zion» who, like themselves, are on the 
Lord^s side, but secretly. When such are 
known to each other, they become mutual 
helps, and prove, that ** two are better than 
one.*' If such young persons would express 
their feelings to their minister, how would it- 
gladden his heart— what joy would it\>roduce 
in the minds of those Christians who have 
borne ** the burden and heat of the day.'* If 
such would attach themselves publicly to His 
people how beneficial would be their example! 
How cheering, how animating would it be to 
hear them say, " Come, all ye that fear God, 
and I wiU tell you what he hath done for my 
soul." 
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Chap. VIII. 



** Bnt Uis our God supports our fraaie« 

The God that built us first ; 
QalviitioBto tb* Almighty name. 

Tb«t rear*d %n from the dmt/ Watts* 



Vne^ptetetl deiighi-~'^Life somtttmes desirabU even to 

a Christian Meditation upon religion T%e 

Jj>rd*s table neglected what it requires— ^How 

young persons majf be useJkl—^An importenU event 
—4ft ^iffecting conversation. 



What was the surprise and astonishmeBt 
of Elworth j» when he yisited his mother the 
following week, to see her coosiderably re- 
vived! Ber countenance no loug^er pallid, but 
tinged with a gentle flush ! As he approached 
her, she extended her hand, and exclaimed, 
** See what God has done ! Since jour last 
visit, my spirits are so much better, and my 
strength so much increased, that I am a won- 
der to myself! 'What if the Lord should re- 
store me ! and there is nothing too hard for 
him.'^ "Oh, my mother!" returned he, "bow^ 
can I express my gratitude to God for such 
inestimable blessings as I have received, and 
if you should be restored, my cup would in- 
deed run over !'* 

** Life is at all times desirable, my dear 
BOB, but thtitB are some peculiar circumstan- 
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€es wkick lend as, if agieesUe to the will of 
God, to wish a loirg^er resideiice in ikt bo4f • 
A Christian should be wDUngf to die or to live, 
according to the pkasvre of God. Nothing 
hat a good hope can reeoncile as to part with 
all below, and hence the leara and matraeted 
state of those who haire no conscioasness of 
pardon through the Uood of Jesus. The apos-* 
tie Paul desired to depart and to be with 
Christmas far better thaii^ to exist here; yet 
while he desired this on account of his owa 
personal enjoyment, he was content to abide 
in the flesh on account of the state of the 
churches. Need I say, my son, that on f^our 
account 1 feel happy at the prospect of resto-' 
ration to healthy and to behold you treading 
in the path that conducts to the regions of 
bliss, will be the summit of my happiness as 
to the present world.'* 

We will leave Mrs. Ehrorthy for a time, to 
observe the transactions that oecvrrod in the 
family of Mr. Le Monde, whose mind was stiH 
restless and disturtied, and whose snspicioua 
eye darted by turns at MeWille, Freeman, and 
Elworthy. The conduct of Melville had been 
invariably circumspect, and had placed him 
almost above suspicion itself. He was neither 
gay nor volatile. In the counting-house he 
was strictly attentive to business, and his le»« 
sure hevfa were ttiH det«led to the improve^ 
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aient of his mind. Although his dress was 
neat, and his appearance always genteel, it was 
far removed from extravagance, and although 
his deportment was polite and gentlemanly, it 
had nothing of the affectation of a petite 
maiire. He read much, and reflected upon 
what he read. His favourite poet was Young', 
and he sometimes indulged in meditating up- 
on a passage that struck his mind, and com- 
mitted his thoughts to paper. The following^ 
is a specimen :-^ 

Religion. 

" Relig'ioii \ thou the soul of bappiness, 
And, jproaniD^ Cal?ary ! of thee, there shine ^ 
The noblest truths ; there strongest motives stingy ; 
There sacred violence assaults tne soul, 
There nothing but compulsion is forborne." 

Reflections. 

^ Such is the sublime description of reli-' 
gion, given by a favourite poet; the 'soul of 
happiness, indeed ! Ah I there is no happiness 
beside. This heart assents to the assertion. 
Every thing around proclaims it. Pleasure, 
wealth, honour, can afford nothing to delight 
the mind, nothing substantial. They are 
broken cisterns of comfort at the best. Could 
Alexander, could CroBsus, could Belshazzar, 
speak, what a tale would they unfold ! A world 
cannot satisfy the desires of the soul. India, 
Peru^ and Mexico ma^ pour forth their trea-. 
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snres, but < Gold sajs, not in^mei and not in 
me the diamond.* Religion is the 8ource» th« 
soul of faappines8-MHid have not I tasted it ? 
have not I experienced its joys ? cannot 1 ex- 
ult in the humble hope that my sin is> forgiven, 
and my person accepted in the beloved ? Oh, 
Calvary! Calvary i thy cross is my hope, my 
foundation, my glory ! Redemption ! theme of 
angels ! joy of sinful man ! Ob, God, help me 
to give myself up to thy service, to join my- 
self to thy people, to make thy cause my own, 
and to indentify mpelf with its prosperity. 
Help me to declare what thou hast done for 
my souK Thy love constrains me, binds me 
to thyself by ties which eternity cannot burst 
asunder. Yes ! thy people shall be my people, 
and their God shall be my Godw" R. M • 

It may be seen by this extract from his me- 
morandum book, that his mind was made up. 
He saw that it was his duty to attend to his 
Saviour's command, * Dolhis in remembrance 
of me,' and he therefore intimated, by letter, 
his desire to the minister of the chapel which 
he attended. 

It is a subject of deep regret, that the tabla 
of the Lord is neglected by so many, who con- 
tinually reply to the exhortations that are 
delivered, ** I pray thee have me excused.** 
Some plead their unfitness, others their youth, 
others their objections to certain characters 
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«li0 paitUke «f the Lord's supper; mid beaoe 
the munber «€ oommunioants is so smalL TIm 
fears tkat ofwrate upon tbe nunds of some 
tender ceMseienoes 9are entitled to our respect. 
It is eeptainfy awftil to eat and drink ^^unwer^ 
Miyt'* bmi thej who are cbarg^eabie with this^ 
ase persons wj^o 4o it without examination; 
wiliioiit enqniiing^ if they have the marks and 
«ndeiioes of genuine disciples ; if they have 
lieen conTincod of dieir sins, and humbled cm 
aoconnt; if they have received Ofarist as 
ground of pardon and acceptance before 
iGlody and especially^ if their lives and .iem- 
fkorsy their conduct at home and abroad, ac- 
4Dord widi their profession of love to God, and 
testify that their heads are changed, and that 
they are new creatures in Christ Jesus. That 
^very improper chaiactjsrs are found at the 
Lord's taUe mnat ite admitted. They may not 
Indeed he jdcunkardg, nor whoremongers, nor 
SkdnltererB, nor openly dishonest; hut they may- 
be busy bodies, tak-fhearers, evil speakens^ 
^^S^f passionate, revengeful, proud, con- 
ceited, lovers of pleasure, worldly minded, 
«oiG0toiSi. A loving, modest, peaceful temper 
ahonld be Aoltftvat^ by those who come to 
Idw Lord's table (where the agreement should 
be ratified and confirmed, from month to 
month) to endemoour ^ to keep the unity oftbe 
opiiit in the hood of peace." x What a profano*' 
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tion is it of this sacred ordinance, when it be« 
comes an instrument of qualification te a 
worldly office, or when it is used as a mera 
charm or passport to the enjoyments of the 
heavenly world I ! 

It is devoutly to he wished, that yonuff 
persons who are truly and decidedly pious* 
that is, who fear God and keep his command- 
inents, would conscientiously devote them*^ 
selves publicly to Him, associate themselves 
with his people, and engage in works of bene* 
volence and love; that our females would be 
ready to work for the poor, visit the sick* 
instruct the ignorant; and the other sex, taka 
under their care the villages and hamlets in 
their vicinity, where the people, uncivilised 
and uninformed, know not the way of truth. 
How many of our pious youths might be use« 
fully engaged in reading a sermon to some of 
their poor neighbours on the Lord's day I 

To return to Robert Melville. Having ad* 
dressed a respectful letter to his minister^ aa 
already remarked, he was requested to stale 
his feelings and views on the subject of reli- 
gion. His njAy was extremely interesting* 
and discoverea the kindness and love of God 
in impressing his mind at an early period witb 
the necessity of conversion ; the gradual man^ 
ner in which he had been led into a knowledge 
ff divine truth-— the pleasuve he had experi« 
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enced in hearing the word-^^md the fears that 
bad frequently oppressed his mind-^but that 
he was fully persuaded of the willingness and 
ability of Jesus to save sinners— *that his mind 
was entirely fixed upon resigning himself to 
the laws of his kingaom^ and notwithstanding 
be had reason to expect the reproach of some 
who were hostile to the vital principles of 
doctrinal and experimental religion, be was 
determined to confess Him before men, and to 
glory only in His cross. The introduction of 
voung Melville to the table of the Lord was 
highly gratifying to the minister, who gave 
him a suitable and encouraging exhortation, 
in which he charged him to live mindful of 
that worthy name by which he was called ; to 
attend the house of the Lord regularly ; and 
to associate principally with the most spiritual 
part of the congregation ; to maintain a re* 
spectable moral character for honesty , integrity, 
sobriety ; to observe due respect to every indi-^ 
vidual ; and to be constantly watchful over his 
own soul ; ** May you, my dear young friend 
and brother,*' said the minister, taking him 
by the hand, ** may you ht a blessing to the 
church, an ornament to religion, and a useful 
member of civil society. I give you my right 
band as a token of that sincere fellowship with 
which, in the name of this christian society, 
I receive you ; and may the blessing of God 
rest upun you, now and for ever.** 
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The more Melville reflected upon his pri- 
vileges as a commuDicant, the more he dis- 
covered his obligations. He saw that hovr 
cautious soever he had been before, he must 
be still moi*e so in future. Le Monde some- 
times rallied him on the subject of his great 
attention to religion. ** 1 fear, my dear Ro- 
bert/* said he, ''that your mind may be 
injured by the severe task you impose on 
yourself. Is it not possible to carry our ideas 
of religion too far ? May not a person be un- 
reasonably precise ? Religion i» a deep sub- 
ject, and studying it too closely may perhaps 
have an injurious tendency.^' 

" Pardon me, honoured Sir," rejoined Mel- 
ville, ''but 1 do not think God can be loved 
too much, or served too diligently, when 
Sciipture is the rul« of faith and duty. The 
happiness I enjoy is superior to what I can 
describe. I have no melancholy, nothing to 
distress me, nothing to fear, or even to grieve 
me, but the thought that my conduct towards 
yourself and others mav not be so correct and 
accordant with my profession of the Gospel as 
it should be." 

" Make yourself easy on that head," has- 
tily interrupted l.e Monde, "lam satisOed, 
perfectly satistied with all you do and say — 
only 1 fear least you should become too 
rigid — 
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** Will you allow a youth to apeak?*' said 
Melville, ''but your kinduess encouragea 
me. — Religion, honoured air, must be all or 
nothing. It allows not of a divided heart. 
The Scripture says, * No man can serve two 
masters* — and ' He that will be the friend of 
the world is the enemy of God.' Worldly plea- 
sure and reli«rious enjoyment have uo affinity, 
and therefore I have determined to renounce 
the world, and to live to God, resigning thus 
the transient bliss of time for the permanent 
felicity of eternity." 

Le Monde heard with deep attention, aud 
turned round for a moment while the involun- 
tary tear dropped from his eye. It was a tear 
that betokened the assent of his understand- 
ing, and the feelings that had been aroused 
by the artless and fervent address of Robert 
Melville. " There must be a reality in reli- 
gion,** said he to himself, '* there is some- 
thing felt and enjoyed by this dear youth 
which I have never yet experienced. Yes, he 
possesses princip/f, that principle whicb givea 
manliness and consistency. In his religion I 
can see clearly united, doctrine, expenence^ 
and practice. It is the very religion I want» 
and must possess in order to enter heaven." 
Turning to Melville, he exclaimed, ** Go for- 
ward, dear Robert, I would not impede your 
progress, for the world. Give thanks to the 
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taTahT^... Ihawe been a-profitoW^ 

I hope I sball aot *»e *»«^-y"^ ^ ,«li. 

2,011. AmMBt ™ry™L"5 MOTBIK6 BOT 

decided i» "7 «P':';-4,*'JJ^P«K«»." 

Cmap. IX. 

"Be .»« thy .to y"' «»,ltS ^ii^i>» P-*^** •'^ 

prescribed, - 

u^J been taking an early 
Ma. LB M«KW ^«l^b« arriral .t hi. 
walk one morning, ana^^ J by a rtranyer,, 

own door, he '^f*^ ^Viat of poverty and 
whose apP'^J^?" "paidon me, honoured 
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■ir,*' said be to Le Monde, " distress is tbe 
only apology I can offer for this intrusion ; I 
presume I am addressing the master of this 
house. Will you allow me to have some con-i 
Tersation with you in priTate?" " Certainly »•• 
replied Le Monde, ** follow me, and I will 
most willingly listen to your communication.*^ 
{'The stranger is conducted into a parlour, 
and continues his address. J 

**lam a tailor, residing in St. Martinis 
lane, and have a wife and several children. 
My name is Smart. Two years since, 1 was 
employed by a young gentleman to make a 
suit of clothes, for which 1 was paid ; but 
since that time I have frequently supplied him 
with articles, to the amount of nearly eleven 
pounds, for which I have applied repeatedly, 
and received promise of payment, but in vain. 
About three weeks since, I called at his lodg*- 
ings, and was told he had removed, they knew 
not whither, and I could discover no trace of 
him, till yesterday I saw him enter your ware- 
house ; I remained in the street for sonde 
hours, but did not see him come out, and 
therefore I conjecture he is in your service.** 

L,e Monde. Do you know his name ? 

Smart. Andrew Freer. 

Le Monde. Freer! you mean Freeman. 

Smart. No, sir. Freer was the name he 
gav,e me ; perhaps his real name is Freeman, 
Have you a gentleman of that name ; 
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Le Monde. I bare; and from your deacrip-> 
tioii of him, it is likely that he is the person. 
Has he never offered to pay you any part of 
your bill? 

Smart. Yes, sir, he did propose something^, 
to me, but /'pauses J I could not comply. 

Le Monde. Propose something^ you could 
not comply with ! what do you mean ? 

Smart. He offered to pay me 5/. if I would 
exchange a bill of 35/. 

Le Monde, (in great agitation. J A bill of 
35/. ! are you sure that you are correct ? 

Smart. Quite correct, sir ; I was too poor 
to give him the difference ; he left me, and I 
never saw him again till yesterday. Would 
you allow me to speak to him in your house ? 

Le Monde. Certainly, honest man ; remain 
where you are, and I will send the servant 
with some breakfast for you. But on no 
account mention your business to any one. 
(goes out. J 

Never did Le Monde feel so agitated and 
perplexed as at this moment* He retired to 
his room-H3at for a few moments, and^ kneel- 
ing down, prayed most earnestly that the 
Almighty would direct and preserve him from 
acting in any way unfeeling or improper in 
his conduct towards Freeman. He then re- 
tired to the breakfast room, where Mrs. Le 
Monde, Elworthy, and Melville, were waiting. 
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He eadearroored to be cheerful, but it wa» 
eTideBt tbat care sat on bis cheek. A beam 
of satisfaetian straggled to make its appear-i 
anee, but it was as constantly obscured by tbe. 
heavy mist of anxiety. 

Not a syllable escaped bis Hps relatire ta 
the stranger^ except that a person had called 
upon him on busiDesa. He retorned to Smart, 
and begged be would relate cottfidcntially any 
other particularis that had come t« his know-^ 
ledge respecting Mr.' Freer. 

Smart proceeded.— ** I am apprehensiTe, 
8ir» that his character is sot very good, i was 
not aware that he lodged in such a house .^^ • 

JLe Monde, (alarmed. J Explain yourself. 

Smart* i mean, sir, that the character of 
the house is not at all reputable. 

Le Monde. I understand yon* Well i 
will ring the beH, and send for Mr. Freenan. 
fRingS'^the servant enters J'^** Williasiy 
tell Mr. Freeman to come to me.^^^^fFreeman^ 
Otters, J Take a chair, Mr. Freeman* 

Smart, Your serrant, sir, I hope you are 
well ; I jiare not seen jou for some time. 

Freeman^ I bdiere yoa are mistaken in 
the person* I do not remember to have seen 
yon before* 

Smart. Not seen me, Mr. Freer ! after I 
have made so many clothes for you ? not know 
Smart the tailor, in St, Martin*s*laMie f 
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Freeman^ Oh, no, my friend ! you never 
made clothes for me. My name is not Freer ; 
I see plainly that yoji have mistaken me fot 
another person. 

Smart. Why, sir, did you not lodge in 
Dean-street ? 

Freeman. Never ; I have resided with my 
parents from the days of my youth. 

Smart, Why, sir, you surprise me I Surety^ 
you do not mean to be so cruel as to disown 
all transactions with me in the way of business,' 
and that you are indebted to me in the sum of 
ten pounds and upwards ? 

Freeman. Indebted to you, sir ? not to tlie 
amount of a shilling. 

Smart. Cruel young man ? 

(Elworthy enters,) Mr. Freeman, you are 
wanted for a few minutes in the counting-house 
f Freeman and Elworthy retire.) 

Le Monde. Mr. Smart, are you aure that 
this is the young man for whom you made the 
clothes? May you not be mistaken in the 
pei-son ? 

Smart. Oh, no, sir; I cannot be mistaken; 
^ I am positive he is the identical young man. 

Le Monde. When he returns, allow me to 
speak to him, and I will endeavour to afford 
you some assistance. Meantime ^puts a gui* 
nea into his hand) take that to help your pre- 
sent wants, and leave the rest to me. 
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(Freeman re-enters J **Well, Mr, Smart, 
1 bop« you are quite satisfied that I am not the 
person you want ? 

Smart, (shaking his head. J — I am quite 
positive that you are the person for whom I 
have made clothes, and 

Le Monde, I recommend you Mr. Smart, 
to ^o and make further enquiry into this bu- 
siness. Leave me your address, and if I do 
not send for you, call here again in the course 
of a few days. (Smart retires, J 

(Addresses Freeman, J ** The time is ar- 
rived, Mr. Freeman, when an explanapntioa 
must take place between us. I have long en- 
tertained suspicions, which, alas! for, you, are, 
1 fear, too well founded. I have not been a 
'stranger to your manner of life for ^many 
months past. Extravagance, dissipation, ex- 
cesses, balls, theatres, select dinner parties at 
taverns, Sunday excursions, glass coaches, 
gigs, and saddle horses, cannot be supported 
at a trifling expense. No, sir, the income of a 
clerk will not do it. There must be other 
resources. Dissipation is the first step to 
fraud, to forgery, to ruin 1 You have denied 
all knowledge of the poor man who has at 
length found you out, and I am determined 
his injuries shall be redressed. (Freeman 
offers to go. J No, sir, remain here ; I have 
much to say — I see you on the brink of 
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aillit Hcjlioii^ *mA nticr mas ditonotion jnore 

lummDenl. Tou bane iudcsA* ipbofiied . fay 

•your 'Biiflilly Tnils to 4li» IheaUre to iliich a 

idfigvee, ^t *'raBitOA»{'Fa Ruii|i' has 4m- 

' eoiiie familiar t# you^ ^nd In this .read .you aie 

:mw HMDMif lin fall caner. . Fioor: dokukid 

-vvang' «Mui ! /itteqMy'injr-'.hiten bletds ,fdr 

jon ! Vfae M^faKg^D a^ dahdyistpof the day 

lisfie ratoed yos. > Yo«rt lila as in my liands, 

amd dai mt; >ateieyiplind:aD yovr bekaif I 

iMMdd Maiwi^/im to jKutieei. But) yowr.pa- 

'Vatital Jliht litoida yoa noeregaid ior'1ibaai>? 

.l»'all iheiir JiitaAncBa Jo /be obUterdted tfrun 

yonrlsoolladimii^ 'Th'oafdlle8a,j:itcdk^, im- 

.ftM^ntyq/mki lahatwitlbedMaetof }IDU^ 

• tQhe>b8rd hmtiM Emimma staod iihtnttrtfd. 
tiHtnlanad 1^ tbe^t«i<)lttlaBAs.of sin^ us j«- 
vnioiaenMlati^ bis ays^-^ao aakii0#]«dgi|^t 

of hia error proceeded from his lips — hist^ob- 
.amasce^ 'aeim as,iifilh;av|iidt.ihNi»\ tendered 

• bin /ioa^patbk * alike >to^t^«ff* iand; iiiiret%. 

'STo'tiiBirmmted af^als^iotliUr.iLeiBlaiidaHle 

.navef -wpneidy Nbtit'iiidistaiDad^ililleiriag9ii* 

vatin^ «ileilde* lUv wa8;bo]b\ai|ffcaad U^ leave 

the house, .aiid:it.ivl(s tboiigfati.ii^qaaBlry tto 

'd^«di«nribis.6it!>^).IlLndb>^e8ite tbei attend- 
, ance of Smart, the tailor* 

• :^Nif>iQt«nrieir oaafaHeihibati^ 19010 tfieating 
scene, !. f 
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Thefatherof Freemanarrbeli ^U«f^rk^«iid 

coneehi, dreadiDgthe warst. He wa» iftformed 

. of all the eveutfi whkh had. takea place, and 

tlie attempt of his soa toavoid the payioeAt of 

: his tailor*8 bill. la the most tender and per- 

. suasive niaiiner, young Freeman 'waa requested 

by hts father to relate the tenth, but no. intnea- 

ties could preTaiU Poor Smact was at length 

. introduced, and interrogated.as- to. the result lOf 

/his inquiries. H^ replied that he had been 

' again in Dean-8treet» but that no other answer 

oould be obtained, only ^atthe ^oung gentle- 

man had a father livi>Dg, andthlit his sou was 

-engaged at a merchant's in Che city. Bvt^add- 

ed he, I am perfectly corritet in vy. amerticMi, 

. that this is the young gentleouM who ^employ- | 

- ed me ; I saw him too frequently tu^nlmrttin I 

any doubt,, and an uow reAdy;tA swear to my^ 

debt* 

Ije Monde^ {addressimg himself to* jfom^ 
Freeman,) Perhaps the bUl wbicfa yon wishud 
Mr. Smart to eSLchange may assi^ your recol*- 
lection. Do you recollect rA^i^ circumstauce > 
Freeman, Jun* Bill! what bill? I never of- 
fered any bill to you; Mr. $mart* 

Smart. No. Sif ! . Hayo you forgotten die 
billfor35/. ^ 

Freeman^ jftm« I know nothing of any 
bill. 
Le Monde, (gpeswt and returns, imtne^ 



83 

iiaUhf,) Mr* Smart, would yon know th« 
bill* if it were produeed ? 

Smart. Certainly, Sir. 1 liave a distinct 
r€colle€tioii of it. 

Le Monde. Look at tkaiy ( holding out 
the ML J Is that the same ? 
. Smart. The ^ery same, Sir. 
. Freeman^jun. shriektu, exdaiming^, **l am 
rained, rmiied for erer.* f Jails on his knees / 
Forcfive me^'saye me." 

His shrieks broaght Mrs. Le Monde itito 
the room, who instantly called for Elworthy 
and Melrille to go to the assistance of Mr. 
Fieeman the elder, who she pereeWed bad 
fainted. After some minates Elworthy and 
Melville were recpiested to wid>draw, and La 
Monde proceeded : . - 

^ For you, Mrj^Freeman, I feel as a parent, 
and can sympathise in your grief sikI distress* 
Os#ehildreitare'fniiffiil sources of pleasm^ 
or of pain ; bvi- at all' times of anxiety. 
None but a father knows a father*s heart. 
Tenderness to you has caused me to overlook 
many thinga in ydvrr soa^s conduct, but tha 
crisis is arrived, and every thing most now' be 
armnged and finally settled. This fatal bill 
bas been long in my possession* and I only 
wait^ the proper moment to produce it.' 
The events of tnis day prove thai diasipatisii 
i» the forertlmier of sH . enb» . It involves 



u 

heivj <«f eDC«B-M«Kiiaci]its ^ most md^ y^ 
sources — leads to nefMToHi Tpmrcflces-M- dcs- 
tftrotys the refnilsltiofr^bJmats tiie chunuster— - 
and often renders the life a Jiiitfeiiitre't# 'tbe 
k)3«red hxm \ WJkile i /eel' as a <fetlier, and 
am disposed to miidimss and tforbearanioey' my 
country calls vp^a mele resign Ihe |^Ht]f{to 
■MO-ited 'fminsfataniMt-^^tlia't psniBhiimtiB^n- 
djsed iieavy, attd^ti the opinMn'^viaiikf^'eii* 
treme.— — Here Mr. Le mnde ^ww vntemijyt- 
ed bv ilhe sohs and cries 4ff Fr^ntiab, "wiiile 
his mher cinti|^ to the' knees of Ce iAf«nde, 
anxA in the iM8t fiieri^n^ accents' iesoMme^, 
^^Olniy son! my stm! Spare Him t 8fmr% 
hitn, I entreaft ydo, ibc ^y sak«; 4br his mo- 

Le Monde vras silent* Hc'viretn! t» re}Mr«ea 
his ^lki98yaiidit0'!iMniia'ifi^4e«rs**MRliiIe 
bis • paitbey, in %n * agony sf : diftvess ' «iitt«4 
bev ' «iipplicatimi8. ^^Hfy idear Le Jf<>ftd#,^* 
saidigfae, ** Forgive him forii9^6ake««-<otrsi#« 
er .fasssbid: '^N^^* Ah PsafidLeiflonde^sofltj, 
^hi8«9oiil I" Mid then paused. : 
it was an^awM >pause ! Hfeor deirth ^seiemed 
to haa^'on the defcisien !-«-*-^ 

Atleb^lie r^sdtfted^'^^ if I>fbrg^e htm, 
it can be'onlf ^en ^eettpia eoicMtiMis -wtiidi i 
will name'>hefeaDt^; • Bmt finst'I woMm ha^ a 
GHndid ^M csf4ictt TQonfessidn of all the dr- 
•a«totnnc« coaaiecteA>i¥itii ^tiie'foifvly of the 
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UK; tU» mw^ }^ ^tiitm &«A Bmnd ]>y 
Artbuf ,1 9mA cteliY€jred t» «i^ ia- tiifo d^iys from 
this tHDe» Me^vdUI^ tp yoi^ Ur. Fr«eiBW» 
I OQiuaityaiir«oiH r«lyiiig mj^n your hoopr 
to relmra.mtli.hm on ibeiiay meiili^iiied. 
Mv. Smrly I wiiU l^ yoHr imnd^ and yqm. 
wiU k^p mibift. yoiir ow« br^a^U tM pmfol 
od^iimiicefl ol thM. 49^y*" ^' Bc^. upom we,'' 
rfl|Mied SmarU . *^ 9ltkw%h pim* I U«w God 
Ibat I. have a aepaa q;( boopr and in^giitv* 
aiMlicaa Mkforiba wiftei^Uik.*' " iiU»fraMa 
man/* said^tb^ dd^r Fr^eamos ^^ wIpiaI can ( 
o ay > ' y oiifc <V« iQck«<t our' preflerv^r^**-— 'We 
an9 b^and lo- yoi^ Acqepi the th«^Aks i can-, 
noi uUev. Wtolavar you require shall be 
^doo<^/' «< Faien^l,'' j^i^d JL^ Mondti, '* I 
can baar. aq aioff^ at .\faia Ume ; Let Qod 

Chap. X. 

Fonakinjil', and forMkc9i.of«fiU friei^df, 

He now perceives wbere eaKlily pleasure ends; 

HqiU'task! U>r oiie.wlio \Me\y kn^vf Vfichte^ 

And harder stHI as len^ut beneath despair; 

IHs houi*s no longer pus» uimiarkM aW&y, 

A sad importance suddeos every day. * 

J%e Confession-'-^'Freeman leaves kis Country Ef- 

JiBCi on th^ Pkrenii'^'^ZeQl for the covm q/ Ttuth 
^-^f^Vitit to tii€ Vptinge at tkfifnig/ith mik ftqhf^. 

The reader may form some idea oC tlie 
feelings of the parents of Arthur Freeman, 
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lamentine^ a lost tied ; fot in no 6th«r light 
could th^y regard him ; his character was 
gone, ana character is every thing to- the 
youngs who, says Dr. Knox,' *^ should tttke 
great care to do nothing Yo stain their re|iu« 
tation ; -for if by some thoughtless actiisns or 
expressions, they Suffer a iMirkUo be inpreas- 
ed on them, it is but 6eMoni> that they can 
fully regain their chaftieter, though atterwanda 
they are ever so dretmspect'^ 'heeause* many 
will view them wilha suspicions eye, aMi 
easily listen taany tfllle against them/* 

Except being deliv^ved up to jynMie justice^ 
nothing could be so humiliating to Artlivr 
¥>eeman, as the narmtive of his conduet, re- 
quired by Mr. Le Monde^ and yet it must be 
written, signed, and deliveitd; to evnde H 
was altogether hopeless, h^ therefofe yielded 
to the severe exactment^ and shotting hivis^f 
np in his room, wrote the following letter. 

Most injured Sir,** 

Humbling as is the task which you have 
justly imposed upon me, I submit with the 
deepest shame^, and 1 hope, with a proper feel- 
ing of contrition for my aggravated faults, . 

«< Puring my residence under my parents* 
roof, I was restrained from those foUtea.and 
improprieties which afterwards marked my 
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•Midnct ; bad I fott««red Atw exoellmit ud-^ 
vke^eiiforeed by their example, I should not 
hitfe swefTed hem the path of rectitude. 
The iaeiaoaftions of a maa, whom 1 met aeei-^ 
dentally at a tavern, fitat kd me to tbtnk 
Ughtly of the Bible: • be ralated to me some 
particalemin PaiMe*$ Ag e of Reason^ insisted 
that there was qo boriaftery and ridiculed the 
mHTtoas reiHrceentations ooveerniag heaven and 
bell; I KstenedH^Us remarks with, eagamess, 
and by degrees -professed <inysel(>a coiireji to^ 
bis opinions. The divine law bad no loager 
aby inflaeace on my eooduet ; I thought light-" 
ly of the sabbath, tanghed at publijc woffbipv 
jespiaed, as imiposteia, tbemtnieters of religi-^ 
on, derided all pious- people as hypocrites and 
foiatica,- enrsed and-sWore to prove myself a- 
gtetteman/a»d aeied upon the principle that 
my own pteasQjre was heai'eforth to be the 
law by which 1 was to be governed* 

** As 1 attended no place of worship, the 
Lord's-day became the principal soarce for 
pjeasnre, and excesses of every kind ; i soon 
found others of my own stamp, and we formed 
a kind of association which had no object but 
that of pleasure ; sometimes we went into the 
country, dined, • draak - freely, and returned 
maddened With Uquor; at another tkaewe 

rit the day in sauntering about, eMier iu 
parks or at some tea gardeni in tbe viei«i 



ings wece tpe^il filfe i»«(w>di iim d^j^^of^ 
shame ; wrhf tt»F#r iRcinei to^tket, -^^ ylaiyiftt 
sanetkiiig foK a. iu^e ntgbt'a 6f tic^ A«eK 4* 
l^veakittg off:btfu« kQ<ick(9ia and other ^yi M ctd i 
r^M^rMff of this dieseiipti^a ; deMvoQriDg th« 
tireet. Jami^. . Jmookiog dovv|i. .HWt<ri bm qB » 
brealaagllu^iWiQdQini oC4his.'pe«oMbk^inba^ 
IbitanU^ and wcilins' kltarfii, bf. w«(f*9£ boM^ 
to.ioiiii^.th6 lAnoiaBiil, aBdli«|flMl9 <}M^i.^ 
4tstf^' iha pMce aid happuiwa of .f^ fi^iljr.. 
. It waa a pifiBoipla Jaid daw)) I^uBQF fathtrr 
neteritoimik iBt>»debt^aiid «hikI-4iBi#d iifMNi 
tbiapiriBci^^l wat^aewNiiiflal-iD ny 4|(f#i^ 
ce«« but as sobnaal .Ibegaorlo. imitate lajr 
^ompaatops ia thfi^ lik^bfta^. iAa«A0W^». aadi 
dreti% ; I found, thai iii|r ino^ma wqidd jnotb ^^ 
^Mj tba fjoe^tteal iavoiMia.thw inadf><9pffii .k« 
New fiUtaoiia . mew coastaul^ . biong^ foE- 
ward ; to be anfashidiiabla wan to b^.-yaJg-ar^. 
aad th€i form o( the. eoUar^ akintSk: ^ifitcaat, 
and Qth^r articles rof d^m», was so frequcfntty 
^laagfed^ that io meet the appr^ibfttioa of nay 
thoughtless associates^ new clothes. were iadia-* 
w^nspbly ne<{e38a«y. . . I applied to vanous- tgir 
iQfvana .diaebafgedz^^ne debt; in order tp qqih 
tract aQo|her» so that I was .Uwavs >pideb|» 
and always under abligatien to diffdireDt par- 
aoBaliwi'whopi.I bofwowed money* * I «a 
ashamttd lis. pioeeed and iatreat yoii. to al^ 
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« To add, to ]|^y cwies-I fWkorted to^ gfaw-* 
Uingt 994 wa9 uitroduAod lo a ^Amp^ o& 
pr^mi^d gei»d^9in^iibi who iiitiat^. me inta 
l^oiil of tri^ogi«D4 plwodesn^ th^ ignffi*' 
1^B% ^tii vawoEjif km ««t UH tfaey bad atvqppedi 
■le of ovoiQT tbiagl cooldooomand. ~ 
. «< (la it> not be lon^Dod that dwiAgtbio^ 
poiaoA my o^ i ^ o i eiNBo was. navev axooaadi to. ilt» 
dii^ Thokaaoff^ ofr molality ao^ r«li|^«i 
y^hif^ I laofiTod &o«i, aiy fBsmalth UfHifi^Bllyi 
0iitfi|9^ mfr iiiiof^}( tbo.e^MUpij^ and oohvoisa^ 
^ikoS.Mr. Roben NolyiUo ofte^ itprinFod; 
ond Fef9<MuAo4 nie^ Iknow fhM I waf^ octiw» 
wrong, and Ibot m^ miii wa3.ii»avii9bte^ boi jb 
deHimintA tOf Mlo iQ«|r«ioUoi»» aod drowned 
mgr tfNmMtoia>l^4^nl^io9, or»li««^llH^ 
l^jr fiOao WNusoniACAior' ^l8^dia«M«»ed, tkfm lift 

«« Tbua I pnooeodod ; and I9 ct^m^mj wifk^ 
adBeaa» I ionpod an oo%i»ainMKO>wi(b a bMft 
finoaloin Dflaii<^8tr«et, wb^io my, hpni^won^ 
apent ia no4 iwid di^siipatioih ,Xbi9 wa%:iiMt 
onai«ofni3» wicl^^dpesa; wb«iv vfty i«»^uKciir 
VgPin . to* £aU» I was ^r^ (or ino«ey mA 
^en.axe&ted to plimdfir. \. ••.••«««••«••••.» 
BowjMtI>fproe9ed«ith.tbaM9U .•««•••••. 
With akawo and: ooot^ition I aoknttwledf^ 

tbot 1 teva add^ 4p myoter crim^o ^^ ofi 



fi>l>bei7 too; your ^wiA^bon^e, injured sir, 
was the scene of my depredations; ttteg^ods 
taken away, w^re disposed ^^ one of those 
wretches known by the name of ' rgce fe#» » 9f 
stolen goods^* At length 1 drew the bili^ 'for 
35/. and rashly signerl yonr name: by teefina 
of a fictitious endorsement it was passed, and 
the rest yon are acquainted with. F^rful of 
a discovery, I determined to 'relinquisfa my 
connexion with the unhappy woman in Dean* 
street, and withdrew to my father*s wholly. 
I am constrained to say that wickedness' and 
misery are intimately connected, and that to 
depttrt f^om reli^on and the instructions of 
good and tender parents^ la to ieuT^the path 
of safety for the road to rum» '- 
' *' i am compelled to add, snid oh ! that I 
cootd testify it to every indiridual thftt attends 
tile theatre under the hypocritical fHVtence of 
learning^ morality — I am compelled to add, 
th*t not one prafitabK» lessti^n did f erer learn 
there; my object was not in^hiction, bat 
pleamire, and 1 belieTie I speak what applies 
to the conduct of a yast majority of those who 
Yitit the playi-honse. And I would wnm 
young men to aroid such places as * tiiey 
would the plague ; the saloon, the boxes, %hn 
oathsy'tfae profane expressions, %he leWdnciB, 
&c« with which they mvtst become IWmiliar, 
l«nd to weaken M lorii^to moralt^ and virtvke. 
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tfnd prove tiiiit * hnl GommiiiiieatiMii coii^pl • 
good liMBnej8«* 

*' That 1 repent of i»y past crimes I aolema- 
ly declare, bvt time and ooodttct alone, can 
prove my repentance genniiie. 1 throw my-^ 
self at your feet, intreatinf^ yonr foi^TenetSt 
and watting yonr farther conmanda. Should 
yon detiM any additioaal esplaaation, itidiaU 
be aflbrded by, injured sir, 

' ' Your i^ost unworthy servant, 

Arthua Fa^SMAN.'* 

This letter was forwarded to Mr. Le Monde, 
with a ffequest to know when Arthur FreeoMia 
should wait apon him. A time beia^ fixed 
on, a long conversation eo^uecU and it was at 
length settled that Freeman should leave his 
native, country, and not ceturn to it agaiii 
without the permUsion of Mr. Le Monde. 
In doe time Freeman left his friends^ l^is com- 
panions, and his pleasures, a striking instance 
of the truth of that scripture, which declares 
that ** the way of transgressors is hard." The 
fate of her son brought upon his mother a de* 
jection of mind, which hrst produced a total 
nervous debility, and led to a consumption, 
which terminated in bet death. The elder 
Freeman, consoled by religion, the blessings 
of which he sought and founds sustained his 



tfCMMo UMkr tbA 1mi9% OmI as hi^ 8«»?«. Mfe 
was preserved, he might eyentiqi^]^ lM<ied. to 
sailLthftWajfro|}lii£fteWHDitli,. . . i 

.. IhA hodik of Mrs« Elwortbj wfs 8« iiir:ie« 
stand m ^ eiiabk Jk»i t» setuuft W ber. fomaf 
baJntaibiiHkt Horsait^. bad nft. IftSeidi t# fifftt; 
had firumd Johft Hoh]il|r». ,al lii« .ei^^hflS. miilm. 
stottfiv .vImmo €Mnmaili«Ai beifei^d vflst pfo«- 
fitable and encourag^igM Jqlui BalndBP wiis a 
maiiiwhaeoj^edrjeli^iiML, and ^ho endeayour- 
ed to gain some good from every discoarse 
hehciSd.* AeuaoMptiiBd the reproofs, as well 
as the consolations, and not only heard but 
pTBttisedi Utik temper, w^rcb wasiismerly 
imf««ae>as and-nafieibfe^ ha4 beo«wsa» naoii« 
impMva^affd amelloratfid, that^htf •ppaMie4 
altogether cbaagMl*- He look on active part 
in every project of beil<9Voiem«ef anA a^roire. to 
profeoke others t» k^^m^ and good ^imdcs. Mf 
his zeal, he did provdke very maiQr« 

- Prayer meetings wes^estabUshftdlDyitsaEi i& 
many village aroand, ki whiobtba ;iRerd.of 
6ed was afterwards paeaehed by theiminister 
Wlidm he- attended* Nor wns 4ie> pawer of^ 
n^gion eonfined) to him'; bis wife and nhildveA 
w^ere' exciled' to* db something for tba eaaaai 
of God; Sttrah had her Missiauarp Box for* 
Home and Foreign Missions^ and bar ohiidfeR 
became' eoUieetors amongst the peori aaigh-- 
hours, Who- cQRiHbnted'' tbeiv weekly^ mite. 



tMB.wn TakMdanDirallji. ^- 

Elworthy wnraBsiiMB>thatiiit awtiiBr«hmiM 
Ttmt Johai Holmly^t cctta^e, and • dkry '^i^as 
teed for tiH Mfpose. Ifo gccoaynaed her 
to tile aieaoeM aAMide t- but iuiv graat^wflB tbi 
•stonisnment of Mrs. Elworthy, ^heD she ssir 
n fisrah Jiolnily avenranC that had foimvrly 
lived witit her. " iksfealshiaf,*' mid she^ 
« Do 1 tee Sarah Johmsom ? Iftihtsihefiiiali 
litimly ei whom 1 hate healed «o much ?" 

'* ladeed it w, Ma^am. I did sot say aiveh 
to the jroiiDg gentlemur atevi it, nor did I aak 
him his name ; bntsure ae like itiy dearmaa** 
ler I tD^er. flanr.any one.*' 

^•WhH, €tanrah, I rejoice to bear the ^«ed 
eocomit ofyoQT Jbeiag to ideroted' to (God*" 

^* Ak I Madam» it was by God's bltashif 
ell the fomfUB and semcms of jtmt deal* host* 
band. I appeared very inattentiTS white vadhv 
yonr iroef, an would leavfejoa. J hare dften 
xepeBted of >my fodlish oon&etisiBcey aid fteU 
qeehilly (thos^bt «pon *the meroies I eija^ped 
sHiile t ite yiovr seryantb" 

F« It is a p«ty» Saiehy tfaiit sa ti^aato idornst 
IWNB ealaeni thenbleniii^ iX hnagmti^mm 
family » where they aisa; eo.Bnich p io t wi t e d^ 
end hmtt' the ofipoitmiity >^f dding se^widF.for 
iheaieelte^*' 

^^'Tla veiy tree^ Ma*Mii>iii ^ahf^ tei 



**• Think of iliejjower of toTid virtne : 

« fthink OB %bA providenee tbftl ruaMt ^ t^ttod,** 

» 

J>ifferenG4 hftvH99 the rigkteov^ omd ih^ ttfickedr; — 
jSolh have influence^-'-^Happy change in ElzvortAg 
Mn 4nteYestHtg <icAry^o^Digrffflne^^^«***-* P^t^ rb. 



In the ureceding pagpes Hv^ veidev 4im 
.tiie efii or tramgwiWKfa^ -awd Uie^attive of th* 
•w«rMd>tfavt*»lii betftows* *%•!« f« aoHl ^Imm 
.wiH>«i«r)lMf a^ difibN«M%#MfM« tbe riglvON 
(«MS attd itheivnck«d^^ «tfd'«dfi«Mi(^ M (Mi- 
/tcft) <«aii ailllet iiha deer^e .of ^QtM^' tbfst iHa 
SleaaiMf sMmH becw iha te«kfer, Hiittt tiilit^ilM 
'Mterahidl^wiiiir (ibafM-mfl tmrml kmnmtkpL 
>yb«^rit«iiif iflMese gvagfsa 4a<«wawof nhe 4Mir- 

j i iWiM 4rfi|he 4rrt^gto«t^|g'i|a ^roafelw. iifct 
i4b<lBeiMid'€e«f iOudict dpoli>tb«)^MpllttPbf 
the sacred MlMit t M tli«Mi te^tntaaHMi * la 
their conduct, just in their transactions, and 
tme to iMcx ^ng^^itieaid i let them shew 
piety at hmb^ aa„wi&n as ^bfio^^a^ >let them re. 
spect the dmiknter ^of Ihii^ir ti^ighbours, and 
connect with all this, a sincere and unaffected 
jiety, and th^ have nothing* to fear from the 
ipa or pens of Infidels^ or of pretended Chris- 
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tians, who are properly denominated, 'men of 
the world» who hare their portion in this 
life.' 

The characters of Robert Melville and Ar- 
thur Freeman were diametrically opposite, yet 
they both possessed iDfloence ; ^Onesinner de- 
stroyeth much good,' and were it not, for the 
oTer-rnling proyidence of the Most High, the 
mischief effected by dissdute characters would 
he incalculable.-— *-There are however, some 
in every age, who are *<yaliant for the truth,* 
and cannot be seduced from their allegiance to 
God, nor diverted from their purpose of living 
to His praise* Th^y cannot be seduced, for 
they are kept by Almighty power, through 
faith unto -salvation* Such a character was 
Robert Melville, firm, undaunted, yet modest 
and humble. By the most obliging demeanour^ 
by strict attention to business, by unimpeach- 
able integrity^ he gained the conadenoe of Mr, 
Le Monde, and by persevering in the same ho« 
nouiable course, he secured it. In the family 
he was kind to the dcmiestics, and acquired 
their esteem,. and by his courteous manners to 
Mrs* Le Monde, he became the object of her 
regards, and was treated by her as a son. In a 
word, his inflaence was beneficial in the best 
sense, for religion in* Melville appeared so 
lovely and desirable, that from adminng its ef« 

G 



iieclB «i|N>n Uni> tiiej decived l9 ezpen^ice its 
power vpoii tbeir own hearts. 

£1 worthy was soon noticed by Melville as 
an altered character* Itiev beoiBie intimate 
asBociales, and walked to tke hovae of €U)d.iii 
compaiiy ; the former united bimsdf to the 
church of which the latter was already a mem* 
her, and became exceedingly active and useful 
in the Saaday School. They who associated 
with E^worthy m his days of folly, endea^- 
Toored to ridicale him out of his attachmeut 
to rdigion, but all their efforts were fruitless^ 
and they at length desisted, leaving him to 
pursue his new course, and follow the mela»- 
cfaoly path of the aaUmsiasts and hypocrites I 
Such weve the epiUMsts by which they design* 
lUkted those who regarded the Lord's day, and 
^deavoured to conform their Uvea to tfale doc- 
trines and duties of the Holy Scriptures. 
. One evening, after the business of the daj 
was tenninftt^, Mr. Le Monde commenced a 
Qonversation with MelviUe» in which he de- 
clared his entire aatis&ctioD with his wh<de 
conduct, s»d his thankfdness to the Ahnigbty 
&r having sent him to ieside in his houue. 
*' From £e first moment of y«nr entrance iftio 
■1^ «iei^oe»'* said he, << I have watched yon 
wtth a vigilant eye; I faave seen so much of the 
duplicity of many |»retokfer< to idigi«Bii> that 
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yon cannot wonder tliat I sbolild hare entertain- 
ed some SQBpicions widi re^rd to you ; I hfsre 
known men that stood bi^ in the esteem of 
their party, whose actions were ^together op- 
posite to their profession. Unjnst in their 
dealing^Sy nnkind in thetr condnet, maleTolent, 
wrathful, defematoiy, tradncers of tiite- charac^ 
iers of their friends as well as of their neigh- 
bours, they cansed the ways of God to be d^e^ 
spisedi and religions persons tobe disetteeraed. 
AH tbetr religion was confined to public wor- 
ship, and even their attendance in God^s own 
iionse was rather to admtre the preucfaer^s ta- 
lents than to practice the important lessons 
he communicated; or if he were not of the 
fiist rate, he was condlenraed, slighted, and 
often treated, with marked disrespect. What 
most disgusted me was it» i^ity of these 
men; their frivolity immediately on' leaving 
the house of God ! Ah ! I exclaimed, can this 
be the religion of the Bible ? 1 heard them 
talk of promi$e$ and ,pvwilege$^ but, '* while 
they professed to know God, in works they 
denied him." These men so stumbled me, 
that at one period I ^termined to renounce re- 
ligion altogether, and to reject the Bible en^ 
tirely. Happily for me, I was not permitted 
to pursue this ruinous plan : the goodness of 
God still* followed me, and gently led me to re- 
pentance. My conviction of the excellency of 
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ireligion was coiifiiiBed» if not altogether pro- 
d<i^9 by what I saw in you, and heard of you. 
Like all yoong men, you have had persons 
who have narrowly watched yonr condact; 
for where there is much professed^ much is 
expected* Whoever assumes a religious cha- 
racter, must be different from others in all re- 
spects. He must renounce wcftldly pleasures, 
and devote himself to those which are spiritual 
and holy ; if he cannot do this,, if the sacrifice 
is to great, he must resign all pretensions to * 
religion, and join the society of the workL 
This, my dear Robert, 1 perceive, I feel, and 
am determined now to serve God, and espouse 
and promote, according to my best ability^ the 
interests of his Gospel ; convinced that the 
whole heart must be devoted, I desire to sur- 
render it to Himi and to feel all the spirit of 
the words,*' 

** Take mv poor heart jiut ai it ii| 
Set np tnerein thy throne ; 
So shall I love thee ahoTe all, 
And live to thee aloae.*' 

tlow delighted and gratified was Melville to 
hear a declaration of attachment to God, at 
once manly and iugenuous ! and he had the 
joy to witness in the conduct of Mr. Le Monde, 
an illustration of its contents, and that what- 
ever he did, he did it with his might. In his 
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fftmily, religious duties w^w steadily per<* 
formed,— Jtis place in the house of God was 
never 'forsakeu, — he did not forget prayer 
meetings nor weekly lectures, — he heard with 
attention and candour, and profited by what 
he heard, — his teiDper» which was once rash 
and impetuous, was, by watchfulness and 
prayer, become gentle and forbearingt while 
his liberality in private and in public i^as dif- 
fuse and extensive. The blessings of religion 
were enjoyed by his family, and he frequently 
expressed the happiness of his mind when he 
repeated— 

^ Happ^ the man to whom Hie sendf 
Ohedieat children^ faithful frieodt ! 
flow sweet our daily comforts prove 
When they are seasoned with Bis lore.*' 

Melville continued with Mr» Le Monde three 
years after the expiration of the term of his 
apprenticeship, and then was admitted to a 
share in the business. In this new character, 
he conducted himself with the greatest pro- 
priety ; active and diligent in the affairs or the 
world, and sealous in the cause of God. Obe- 
dient to his^Mtrenis, kind to his friends, faith- 
ful to his engagements, obliging to his inferir 
ors^ he acquired the confidence and esteem of 
ally and even his enemies (and no man is with- 
CNii tliem) were constrained to acknowledge 
** that excellence they could not reach." 



lOf 

We bttre traettdl, in this reeHaly the striking 
<< confiYuf" between raligion and impiety, 
and tike erils inseparaMe from a life of dissi- 
pation and excess. To aesert our atlaehment 
to God, requires ftrmnesa and couraee, and te 
resist the temptatioBS of the loyenr of pleasure, 
demands a continued application to God for 
strength and grace. On all sides, it ia ad- 
mitti^, that tl^ meteopolis abounds with dan- 
gen, and those who have no principle to guide 
them, are liablo to fall an easy prey to the 
snarea kid for them ; but piety is a saJfeguard, 
and, like a skilful pilot, will conduct the ves- 
sel into a secuis bayen. 

Let the example of Freeman be a warning 
to niy youn^f readers, to avoid extraTagance— - 
one wrong step leads to a second, and after the 
firet error has been committed, it is impossible 
to foresee what will be the subsequent mise- 
ries. Happy are those, who, like Elwet^y, 
repent in time, and highly honoured are they, 
^ivho are instrumental in turning a sinner from 
the error of his way ! The poor in this world 
are often rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven* John Hohnly lived respected, 
highly useful in his station, and particularly so 
to ESworthy, who always remembered with 
pleasure the cottage at the eighth mile stone. 

The great object of living ia to do good, 
and there is not an individual destitute of the 
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poweT of benefiting society. Every one has 
nU Uknt, if he wiSiiseit. Sunday Schools, 
Bible and MissionaTy Societies, are constaDtly 
sppealiog to our beneficence and exertions, 
and Baying, ' Come over and hel^ us ' ; and al- 
thou^ they may be attacked in their march 
of osFfiilaeBs by the profane, tha worldly, and 
the irreligiona, the opposition made against 
them shall but excite zeal, and increase ae- 
tivity; and as for the enemies of vital reli- 
gion, "he that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh, the Lord shall hare them in derision." 
He has set his King npon his holy hill of ZioD, 
and bis religion shall evenluaily triumph over 
infidelity and anperstition, profanity and vice, 
and aU ends of the earth snail see the salva- 
tion of God 1 



Scenei or tccompliih'd bjinl which wfaneui M 
Thaajh bat in diMint protpcct, nd not feel 
Hit Km! refmh'd with fbretut* of the jo j i" 
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